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THE STATE OF WCW. 
Give credit to the so-called enemy within 


THE STATE OF THE WWF 
Anything goes—and the fans are coming to see 


THE STATE OF ECW 
It’s not for everyone, but it'll soon be available to all 


THE STATE OF THE INDEPENDENTS 
Riding the sport's momentum 


THE STATE OF INTERNATIONAL WRESTLING 
The strong are getting stronger 


THE STATE OF THE ART 
There is a price to be paid for all this excitement 


THE STATE OF THE RULES 

Referees have very little leverage 

THE STATE OF THE STARS 

For the sport's elite, the world is their oyster 

THE STATE OF THE BUSINESS 

History tells us we're hitting the apex of an up-cycle 
THE STATE OF THE FANS 

Impatient, demanding, demonstrative—and loving it! 


THE STATE OF THE FUTURE 
Quality has always been—and will always be—the benchmark 
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S A BUNCH of us from Pro 
Aires ILLUSTRATED head- 
ed back to Ambler after tak- 
ing in a night of WCW Monday 
Nitro at Philadelphia’s CoreStates 
Spectrum in March, we had a hard 
time agreeing on what really was 
the biggest news of the night. Not 
through any fault of WCW—it was a 
great show, as those of you who 
watched it might recall—it’s just that 
most of us in attendance were mes- 
merized by the level of fan enthusi- 
asm displayed by the Philly crowd. 
The 17,000-plus who crammed 
into the Spectrum (not to mention 
the hundreds of fans who paid $10 
to watch on closed-circuit next door 
at the CoreStates Center) repre- 
sented just about every age, race, 
sex, and occupational classification 
out there. There were young cou- 
ples, fathers, sons, middle-aged 
women, old men, priests, some 
NFL stars, and even a prominent 
sports radio talk show host in atten- 
dance. Most waved signs, many 
were clad in NWO black, but al/ 
cheered and booed as if their lives 
depended on the outcome of the 
events taking place inside the ring. 
As we panned the crowd and 
looked carefully at some of the 
fans, many of whom were standing 
on their chairs while Hollywood 
Hogan and Eric Bischoff held court 
in the ring, we couldn't help but 
think, This seems like 1985 all over 
again. 
Though our opinions of the Nitro 
card varied, every one of us agreed 
after watching it that wrestling is 
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approaching the level of main- 
stream popularity it hasn't seen 
since the mid-’80s. You can read 
about wrestling’s resurrection in all 
of this company’s magazines. Some 
months you can watch as many as 
three wrestling pay-per-views. But it 
takes attending a live event like 
Nitro or Raw to drive the point 
home. Of course, the staff members 
at PWI have attended hundreds of 
wrestling cards, but none of us 
could remember the last time we felt 
an electricity in the crowd like we 
did that night in Philly. According to 
our correspondents throughout the 
country, WCW and the WWF get 
similar responses at shows from 
coast to coast. 

The numbers bear it out: Mil- 


lions of people watch wrestling on 
TV every Monday night, and pay- 
per-view and house show numbers 
are very strong. As a result, more 
questions abound over profession- 
al wrestling now than perhaps ever 
before: What can we expect from 
the WWF, WCW, and ECW? Are 
there enough young stars out there 
to guarantee that the sport will 
remain healthy for years to come? 
Why don’t referees enforce the 
rules like they used to? Is the sport 
getting too dangerous? 

To answer these questions and 
many more, PRO WRESTLING IL- 
LUSTRATED enlisted some of the 
brightest wrestling minds, including 
Harry Burkett, Dave Meltzer, Mike 
Quackenbush, and Mike Joseph. 


—— 


These nine, among another 
Nitro sellout in Philadelphia, are 
not shy about stating their life- 
long affiliation. 


The following pages contain 
comprehensive analyses of just 
about every facet of professional 
wrestling that affects the wrestlers, 
the promoters, the officials, and 
you, the fans. 

Our experts took an honest and 
comprehensive look at the state of 
affairs in the WWF, WCW, and 
ECW and offered an up-to-date 
report on international wrestling. 
We cover every detail, even down 
to your favorite independent pro- 
motion. The most respected grap- 
pling insiders comment on the 
state of wrestling holds and ma- 
neuvers and tell you why athletes 
such as Booker T, Bill Goldberg, 
and Ken Shamrock represent the 
future of this sport. 

As you'll see, PRO WRESTLING 
ILLUSTRATED was not willing to con- 
fine our coverage to the squared 
circle. We brought our pen and pad 
everywhere from the promoters’ 
offices, for a glimpse into the busi- 
ness side of professional wrestling, 


Featuring such stars as Ken 
Shamrock and Rocky Maivia, 
the WWF has seen a tremen- 
dous resurgence in its populari- 
ty in recent months. 


to the ringside seats, where we 
could take an up-close-and-per- 
sonal look at the fans. Nobody, 
including the third man in the ring, 
eluded our microscope. For those 
of you who are dismayed by the 
current lack of regard for the rule- 
book, you'll be happy to see our 
writers take the men in the striped 
shirts to task. 

What is the current state of the 
game in 1998, and how does it 
compare to the game of years 
gone by? More importantly, where 
is the game headed? You can find 
out by reading our take on the 
state of wrestling’s future. 

Never before has PW/ taken 
such a long, hard look at the great- 
est sport in the world—and it is all 
punctuated by 32 full-color pinups 
and action shots. 

So here you have it, PRo Wres- 
TLING ILLUSTRATED PRESENTS: The 
State Of The Game. We hope you 
like it. We think you'll learn some- 
thing. 


STANLEY WESTON 
Founder 


PUBLISHER 
Stuart M. Saks 
EDITOR-IN-CHIEF 
David Lenker 
SENIOR EDITOR 
Bill Apter 
MANAGING EDITOR 
Brandi Mankiewicz 
ASSOCIATE EDITOR 
Frank Krewda 
SENIOR ART DIRECTOR 
Wendy Vetter 
ART DIRECTORS 
Alex Krasnopolsky 
Joseph Kalman 
Walt Schmidt 
Tracy Fedorowicz 
PRODUCTION COORDINATOR 
Ron Frankhouser 
PRE-PRESS DIRECTOR 
Cliff Campo 
PRE-PRESS ASSOCIATES 
Kelly Flum 
Alex Bryniarski 
PHOTO EDITOR 
Frank Vitucci 
SENIOR WRITERS 
Steve Anderson 
Harry Burkett 
Bryan Ethier 
David Rosenbaum 
Andy Rodriguez 


VICE PRESIDENT/ MARKETING 
David Gerhardt 
EXECUTIVE 
VICE PRESIDENT/CIRCULATION 
Kenneth J. Gudaitis 
ADVERTISING DIRECTOR 
Sharon Liggio 
(215) 643-6385 
CUSTOMER SERVICES 
London Publishing Co. 

P.O. Box 2029, Dept. 9 
Marion, OH 43302 


Pro WRESTLING ILLUSTRATED PRESENTS (ISSN: 
1090-9877) is published annually by London 
Publishing Co., 7002 W. Butler Pike, Ambler, PA 
19002. Single copy price $5.95 ($6.95 in Canada, 
£3.95 in U.K). Not responsible for the loss or non- 
retum of unsolicited articles or photographs, which 
will not be returned unless accompanied by a self- 
addressed envelope bearing the proper amount of 
postage. No part of this magazine may be repro- 
duced without the written permission of the pub- 
lisher. All rights reserved. FOR ADVERTISING 
INQUIRIES AND RATES: (215) 643-6385. U.S. 
and Canadian distribution by Kable News Inc., 641 
Lexington Ave., New York, NY 10022. 
International distribution by Worldwide Media 
Service Inc., 115 East 23rd St., New York, NY 
10010, U.K. distribution by Comag, Tavistock Rd., 
West Drayton, Middlesex UB77QE, England. 
Printed in U.S.A. 


A FALL/1998 a5 


2state 
of WCW 


WCW is the hottest ticket 
in the sport today. 

How did this happen? 
Greater financial 
resources, heightened 
visibility, and an increasing 
cable market are all 
reasons for its success. 
But what, specifically, 


should receive the most 
credit? The NWO 


URMOIL GENERATES inter- 

| est. Those three words de- 
scribe the phenomenal rise of 
WCW during the last two years. 
WCW, once depicted as a federa- 
tion under siege, is now the undis- 
puted in leader in pro wrestling, in 
terms of television audience and 
pay-per-view buy rates. But at what 
price? Ted Turner’s financial in- 


vestment could be tabulated by 
any credible accounting firm. The 
damage caused by the New World 
Order, however, may haunt the 
sport for years to come. 

The NWO, since its formation in 
July 1996, has attempted to destroy 
all the institutions that traditionalists 
hold dear. The crimes are numer- 
ous: Hulk Hogan's refusal to defend 


his spray-painted world title on a 
regular basis; WCW President Eric 
Bischoff's tampering with the out- 
come of matches by reversing deci- 
sions and employing crooked refer- 
ees; the NWO’s insistence on spit- 
ting in the faces of WCW legends; 
and the group’s constant gang 
attacks that have put several 
wrestlers’ careers in peril. 


PMONdAyy 


ie 


? 


Imagine, for a moment, WCW 
without the NWO. There would be 
fair outcomes, a more stable cham- 
pionship situation, and a more civi- 
lized discourse between competi- 
tors. Would we still be watching an 
action-packed Monday Nitro? Or 
AWA All-Star Wrestling? 

“People can criticize the NWO 
all they want, but let’s face it— 


for WCW action. 


Competitive wrestling and spectacu- 
lar theatrics are equally important to 
the success of WCW Monday Nitro. 
and Thursday Thunder. A visually 
exciting set is the perfect backdrop 


those guys are paying a lot of our 
paychecks,” said WCW commenta- 
tor Bobby Heenan. “There's a mag- 
ical aura around wrestling that | 
haven't experienced since the mid- 
1980s. Whenever | make public 
appearances, there are lines going 
out into the street, full of people 
waiting for autographs. Sure, I’m 
accustomed to the humanoids 
doing anything to get a glimpse of 
me, but there’s unprecedented 
excitement—and fascina- 
tion—surrounding WCW 
and the NWO.” 

But Bischoff's power- 
mad attempts to make 
the NWO a dominant 
force—and the unwilling- 


ness of the WCW Executive Com- 
mittee to dismantle the organiza- 
tion at the risk of losing ratings 
points—have led to competitive 
disarray in the federation. 

Take a look at the heavyweight 
division. Hulk Hogan, although he 
was WCW World champion, had a 
terrible win-loss record last year. 


One more for the bad guys. It's Hogan 
and the NWO over Sting and WCW this 
time around. Even though Sting wrestled 
the WCW World title away from Hogan 
and the NWO, people tune in more than 
ever to watch the renegade faction. 


He lost to Lex Luger in August. 
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Other men who beat Hogan—such 
as Roddy Piper and Jacques 
Rougeau—weren’t even in title 
contention. But that was okay. 
Hogan rarely put the title on the 
line anyway. Hopefully, Sting’s 
recent capture of the championship 
will signal the resumption of 
healthy competition. 

Several of WCW’s best heavy- 
weights have stepped forward. 
U.S. champion Dallas Page, for 
example, took a breather from his 
feud with the NWO and concentrat- 
ed on putting the focus back on 
competition, rather than an endless 
battle of “good vs. evil.” He re- 
stored the U.S. championship to 
former glory by welcoming the 
challenges of deserving con- 
tenders. Page even went as far as 
inviting competitors, most notably 


Chris Benoit, to wrestle him for the 
title. If the WCW World title be- 
comes mired in controversy again 
in 1998, look for the U.S. belt to 

become more significant. 
The outlook for the tag team 
scene is much more dismal. Scott 
Hall and Kevin Nash recently 


Eddy Guerrero and Rey Misterio Jr. 
represent the Mexican contingent of 
WCW. The Luchadores are traditional- 
ly smaller athletes with tremendous 


aerial capability. 


8 a PWIPRESENTS & 


regained the WCW World tag title 
for the third time by defeating Rick 
and Scott Steiner. To make mat- 
ters worse, Scott Steiner turned 
against his brother during that 
bout, thereby splitting another 
world-class tandem. Teams like 
Harlem Heat and Public Enemy, 


Who's the real “icon,” Hollywood 
Hogan or Roddy Piper? The Rowdy 
Scot hasn't seen active duty in quite 
some time, but he did make a guest 
appearance at Starrcade. 


unwilling to battle the entire NWO 
just for the sake of wrestling Hall 
and Nash, have been concentrat- 
ing on solo efforts. Booker T made 
a successful transition by becom- 
ing WCW TV champion. 

Syxx’s hiatus, resulting from a 
serious injury, has left the cruiser- 
weight division untainted by the 
NWO. WCW cruiserweight champi- 
on Chris Jericho, along with Eddy 
Guerrero, adds plenty of spunk and 
personality to a usually bland col- 
lection of athletes. Fortunately, 
Luchadores like Juventud Guerrera 
and Psicosis have apparently 
decided to make WCW their per- 
manent home. Dean Malenko, 
ranked number one in this year’s 
“PWI 500,” lost to champion Chris 
Jericho recently and seems to be 
in quite a slump. If Rey Misterio Jr. 
and Alex Wright can recover from 
career-threatening injuries, the 


cruiserweight division should con- 
tinue to soar. 

Many of WCW’s latest arrivals 
have made an immediate impact 
after only a few matches. Bret Hart, 
by virtue of his win over Ric Flair, 
has emerged as WCW champ 
Sting’s greatest threat. Rick Martel 
surfaced from obscurity to briefly 
hold the TV title. Raven’s Flock, 
with its cast of misfits, has filled the 
void left by defunct supergroups 
like The Four Horsemen and The 
Dungeon of Doom. Bill Goldberg is 
being heralded as the hottest rook- 
ie sensation since The Giant. And 
waiting to upset all these men is a 
wide array of veterans, including 
Chris Adams, Barry 


Chris Adams is one of many veteran 
wrestlers who round out WCW’s tal- 


Darsow, John Nord, Wayne Bloom, 
and Mike Enos. 

Sometimes it seems that the 
NWO is running roughshod over 
WCW when its. members run in on 
matches, attack by ambush, and 
even gain control of television 
broadcasts. But if one takes a clos- 
er look, WCW is slowly expanding 
beyond the renegade group by 
increasing its number of star ath- 
letes, TV programs, and pay-per- 
views. Perhaps WCW has master- 
minded the most clever ruse of 
all—by using the NWO to become 
the top federation in wrestling 
today. Oo 


' ent-rich roster. Analysts are calling 
the current WCW roster the deepest of 
any federation in the sport's history. 


The feud between Chris Benoit and Raven. 
|| has become one of the hottest in WCW this 
year. Unfortunately for Benoit, he rarely 
gets to finish the job, as The Flock continu- 


ally interferes in his matches. 
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= State of the 
WWF 


Who said the WWF is 

on the ropes? Thanks to a 
dramatic new direction 
and an influx of young 
talent, the federation is 
gaining new fans and 
recapturing old ones. 

It’s new image is rude, 
crude, lewd ... and 

very effective 


NARCHY RULES IN the 
Awe That, at least, is the 
conventional wisdom regard- 
ing the 35-year-old federation that 
now seems to be a distant second 
in its rivalry with WCW. Never 
before in its illustrious history has 
the WWF been mired in so much 
violence, chaos, and controversy. 
The R-rated images are becom- 


ing all too common. Shawn Mi- 
chaels playing strip poker ... A dia- 
per-clad Goldust proclaiming him- 
self “Baby New Year” ... Steve 
Austin bleeping more thah speak- 
ing ... Sable’s outfits shrinking with 
each passing week. Is this a pro- 
motion careening out of control? Or 
is it a painstakingly conceived 
product? Either way, Vince Mc- 


Goldust has taken his share of 
lickings in the WWF, but he usual- 
ly ends up on his feet. His risque 
personality, and that of his side- 
kick Luna, fits in perfectly in the 
anything-goes WWF. 


Mahon is quite willing to maintain a _ of his wrestlers. 

“hands-off”? approach when it However, it is this unpredictability 
comes to controlling the depravity that has been the saving grace of 
the federation. The mass 
exodus of WWF talent 
since 1994 reads like a 


McMahon virtually stealing the 
WWF World title from Bret Hart 
and handing the belt to Shawn 
Michaels showed the depths to 
which the promotion had fallen. 
But McMahon, always the 
Who's Who of wrestling: street-smart strategist, had a few 
Hulk Hogan, Randy more tricks in store. Owen Hart 
Savage, Lex Luger, Scott returned from Calgary and 
Hall, Kevin Nash, Syxx, emerged from Bret’s shadow. 
Roddy Piper, Bret Hart, Steve Austin continued his rise to 
Curt Hennig, and Bryan become the sport’s hottest star. 
Adams. Each departure And a fellow named Mike Tyson 
inspired predictions of brought the WWF back to main- 
the WWF's demise—all stream prominence—at least tem- 
of which were woefully — porarily. 
premature. Vince Mc- Today, Shawn Michaels is rec- 
Mahon has a knack for ognized as a legitimate champion. 
rolling with the punch- Michaels might have won the title 
es, then coming up _ in controversial fashion, but he was 
with a few of hisown. _ never viewed as Hart's inferior. His 
The 1997 Survivor victory over Hart at WrestleMania 
Series depicted a_ Xl, his impressive first title reign, 
federation teetering and his natural charisma have 
on the brink of dis- already cemented him as the 
aster. The sight of WWF's leader in most people’s 


mind. Michaels’ alliance 
y, LCR Micmac with Hunter Hearst Helms- 
“a become the embodiment of the oh 
WWF's new adult-oriented program- ley and Chyna only se 
ming, Saying your prayers and taking 
your vitamins has become passe, 
according to Vince McMahon. 


Mike Tyson's involvement in the WWF 
has generated interest from the main- 
stream media and casual sports fans, the 
likes of which the WWF hasn't experi- 
enced since Lawrence Taylor took on 
Bam Bam Bigelow at WrestleMania XI, 
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cures his dominance. 

The prospect of having a strong 
WWF World champion is even 
more exciting when one considers 
the number of seemingly invincible 
athletes who are clamoring for title 
shots. Those men include Steve 
Austin, Owen Hart, The Under- 
taker, and Ken Shamrock. Each of 
these men have caused trouble for 
Michaels in the past, but “The 
Heartbreak Kid” was always ready 
for the challenge. 

Various supergroups have 
added a whole new dimension— 
albeit a negative one—to traditional 


Bret Hart's controversial loss to 
Shawn Michaels at Survivor 
Series had “Hitman” fans every- 
where screaming in outrage. But 
if Hart took a large chunk of his 
WWF fan base with him to WCW, 
it didn’t show in the ratings and 
attendance figures. 


competition. The main attraction of 
the NOD is Intercontinental cham- 
pion Rocky Maivia, with support 
from veterans Faaroog and Kama 
Mustafa and young prospects D-Lo 
Brown and Olympic strongman 
Mark Henry. At the other end of the 
spectrum, Jim Cornette’s NWA 
contingent includes crafty veterans 
like Barry Windham and The Rock 
’n’ Roll Express. Fortunately for the 
WWF, the NWA lures traditional 
fans it would otherwise lose. 
Different tandems from within 
these groups often compete in the 
WWF tag team division, which fea- 


tures the most heated tag competi- 
tion in the sport today. WWF World 
tag team champions Billy Gunn 
and Jesse James, a.k.a. The New 
Age Ouilaws, have been surpris- 
ingly successful in this environ- 
ment. Their dominance over The 
Road Warriors led to the recent 
split between Animal and Hawk. 
Gunn and James continue to flus- 
ter their other contenders, including 
NWA tag team champions The 
Headbangers, The Godwinns, 
Chainsaw Charlie and Cactus 
Jack, The Truth Commission, and 
The Disciples of the Apocalypse. 
Returning teams such as The 
Quebecers and The Rock ’n’ Roll 
Express are sure to heat up the 
division even more. 


The Undertaker is just one of 
the men vying to wrest the 


World title from Shawn 
Michaels. ‘Taker has gotten the 
best of Michaels on several 
‘occasions, but can he ultimate- 
ly pin him for the belt? 
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The WWF is also a prime breed- 
ing ground for new talent. In fact, 
Officials hired Dory Funk Jr. to run 
a “dojo” to teach future superstars 
the finer points of mat science. 
Monsters like Kane and Kurrgan 
already have established stars 
shaking in their boots. Up-and- 
comers like Brian Christopher and 
Scott Taylor, already successful in 
the light heavyweight division, 
could make a major impact on the 
heavyweight ranks someday. 

European champion Owen Hart, 
a WWF mainstay since 1993, 
weathered the storm following his 
brother’s departure and remains 
philosophical about current trends 
in the federation. “I think I’ve paid a 
heavier price for the WWF's ‘new 
attitude’ than anyone here,” he 
said. “But at least it has taken the 
WWF from:its purely entertainment 
approach to an emphasis on actual 


competition. That competition may 
not be fair, especially when degen- 
erates run the show, but it’s com- 
petition nonetheless.” 

Rules have been relaxed and 
regulations have been ignored to 
deliver a more “mature” product. 
This is a dramatic departure from 
the federation’s embrace of “The 
Rock ’n’ Wrestling Connection” in 
the 1980s, which dumbed down 


the sport and reduced its athletes 
to one-dimensional cartoon charac- 
ters. Today, McMahon and compa- 
ny are appealing to several audi- 
ences: traditional wrestling fans, 
hardcore enthusiasts, hormone-dri- 
ven males, and beer-guzzling 
yahoos. Yet some still criticize its 
current state of affairs. Maybe the 
WWF's “reflection of society” is a 
bit too vivid. Oo 


Dory Funk Jr. was contracted by the 
WWF to train some of the federation's 
rising sters like light heavyweight 
champion, Taka Michinoku, in the 
finer points of professional wrestling. 


Owen Hart has finally emerged from 

his brother's shadow to capture the 

" European title. Many people expect 
//’*. Owen to make a strong push for the 


World title before long. 
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BACK ISSUES OF PRO 


Complete your collection of PRO WRESTLING ILLUSTRATED. Don’t miss out on the excellence 
that has made PW/ the leader in wrestling journalism! Each issue contains a giant FULL-COLOR 
poster of one of your favorite wrestling stars, plus, beginning with the September 1990 issue, PW 
is packed with color in every issue! Quantities are limited, so order today! 


‘June 1983: Rick Martel in 1989: A Year Of Greatness ... Or 
Disaster? Centerfold: Cowboy Bob Orton. Plus: Midnight 
Rider-Sullvan, Kevin Von Erich, Jack Brisco, Slaughter- 
Wenz, 

June. 1984; The Carnage Continues: Why The NWA Is 
Alrald To Stop Ted DiBiase. Genterfold: Dick Slater. Phis: 
Hulk Hogan, Magnunvll, Patera & Blackwall-Rock 'n’ Rolls, 
(One Man Gang. 

July 1984; Jimmy Vallant’s Message To The Fans: “It's 
Time For You To Boogle Woogie!” Centerfold: Paul 
Ellering. Plus: Fabulous Ones-Rock ‘n’ Rolls, Junkyard Dog, 
Sheik Al-Kaissie, Barry Windham, 

November 1984; Sat. Slaughter: “I Pledge Allegiance To 
‘The Fans!” Centerfold: Rick Martel, Plus: Superstar 
Graham, Road Warriors, Kerry Von Erich, Windham & 
Rotundo-Mosca & Slater. 

December 1964: Do The Fans Expect Too Much From 
Barry Windham? Centerfold: Kerry Von Erich, Plus: Riok 
‘Martel, Wahoo McDaniel, Tommy Rich, WWF vs. NWA. 
January 1985: Awesome Destruction! The Road Warriors 
Power To Their First World Title. Centerfold: Tito Santana. 
Plus: Billy Jack-Dory Funk uJt, Michael Hayes, Austin Idol, 
February 1985: AWA World Champion Rick Martel: Five 
Steps To Greatness. Centerlold: Magnum T.A. Plus: Hulk 
Hogan, Blanchard-Rhodes, Bob Backlund, Paul Ellering 
April 1985: Jimmy Snuka: “! Want Piper!"—Even If It Kills 
The Tonga Kid, Centerfold: Ronnie Garvin. Plus: Flair- 
Rhodes, Teny Gordy; Jim Garvin, Road Warriors. 
‘September 1985: Magnum T.A.: He's Got Millions Of 
Fans, But He's The Loneliest Man In Wrestling, 
Centerfold: Junkyard Dog. Plus: Hulk Hogan, Von Erich- 
‘Adams, Hacksaw Duggan. 

‘October 1985: Instant Stardom: Rick Steamboat Makes It 
Big in The WWF. Centerfold: Chris Adams. Plus: Road 
Warriors, Bruiser Brody, Nikita Kolo 

May 1987: Hulk vs. Andre? The WWF Braces For All-Out 
War! Centerfold: Steve Wiliams, Plus: Gapt. Lou Albano, 
PWIUWF Toumey, Jim Comette, Dynamite Kid, Kerry Von 
Erich, 


June 1987: Magnum T.A.’s Message To The Fans: “Thank 


You For Your Prayers.” Centerfold; Hulk Hogan. Plus: 
Martel & Zenk, Hayes & Gordy, Scott Hall, Road Warriors. 


October 1987: Dump The Horsemen, Flair—A True 
Champion Stands On His Own. Centerfold: Ted DiBiase, 
Plus: Hogar-Sieambdat, Steve Wiliams, NWA & WWF. 
November 1987: When The Going Gets Tough ... Will 
Nikita Koloff Turn Bad Again? Centerfold: George Steole. 
Plus: Road Wamiors, Hulk Hogan, Jimmy Hert, Bary Wingham. 
June 1988: Is The End Neat For Hulk Hogan? Centerfold: 
Tully Blanchard. Plus: Midnight Rockers-Kelly & Kiniski, Al 
Perez, Dusty Rhodes, Magnificent Muraco. 

‘August 1988: Macho Madness—The Torch Is Passed. 
Centerfold: Al Perez. Plus: Kerry Von Erich, Bruno 
Sammartino, Luger & Windham, Eddie Gilbert 

November 1988: He's Back! But is Savage's Belt Beyond 
Hulk's Reach? Genjerfold: Midnight Express. Plus: Madusa- 


Hyatt, Rock'n’ Rolls, Dusty Rhodes, Warlord & Barbarian-AK 
& Smash, Kevin Von Erich & Jessica McClure. 

December 1988: The Four Horsemen's Revolving Door— 
‘Who's The Next To Go? Centerfold: Hacksaw Duggan. Plus: 
Jerry Lawler, Precious, Bam Bam Bigelow, Bruiser Brody, 
Intercontinental tag til 

June 1989: Hogan vs. Savage—WrestleMania V Preview. 
Centerfold: Rick. Steamboat. Plus: Dustin Rhodes, Road 
Warriors, Larry Zbyszko, Rock'n’ Rols-British Bulldogs 

July 1989: Rick Steamboat: "I'm Not A Real Champ Till | 
Beat Luger & Sting. Centerfold: Roddy Piper. Plus; Paul E. 
Dangerously, John Studd, Dallas Page. 

August 1989: Super Sunday—Hulkamania Reborn! 
Ultimate Warrior Dethroned! NWA’ Stunner! Centerfold: 
Lex Luger. Plus: Steamboat Flair, Dusty Rhodes, 


ctober 1989: Muscle-For-Muscle, Who's More 
‘Awesome—Luger Or Hogan? Canteriold: Rick Rude. Plus: 
Sting, Jimmy Snuka, Lawler-Perez, Dallas Pago, 

November 1989; Dusty Rhodes—Alone And In Danger. 
Centerfold: Ric Flair, Plus: Luget-Steamboal, Utimate 
Warrior, Robert Fuller, Rick Steiner. 

December 1989: The Young & Restless: The NWA’s 
Future Is In Their Hands. Centerfold: Jimmy Snuka. Plus: 
Brutus. Beefcake, Mil Mascaras, Blanchard & Anderson, 
British Bruisers, 

January 1990: Warrior's Next Victim: Hulk Hogan? 
Centerfold: Sid Violous. Plus: Kerry Von Erich, Jim Floss, 
Midnight Express. 

February 1990; Luger's Holiday Gift For Flair: Has The 
“Total Package" Wrapped Up The NWA Title? Centerfold 
Bret Hart, Plus: Hulk Hogan, Woman, Hennig-Beefeake, Toni 
Adams 

March 1990 (Special Issue): 1989—The Year In Wrestling. 
1989 in Review, Achievement '89 awards, UnoficialOficial 
awards, Predictions for 1990. 

April 1990: PWI Wrestler Of The Decade: Why Lex Luger 
Couldn't Ruin Ric Flair's Greatest Day. Centerfold: Dusty 
Rhodes, Pius: Rockers, Hogan-Hennig, Jery Lawier 

May 1990: Huik Hogan: Primed And Ready For 
‘WrestleMania VI. Centerfold: Great Muta, Plus: Piper-Rude, 
Eric Embry, Rock 'n’ Rolls, Sid Vicious, pain, 

June 1980; Hogan vs. Warrior: Why WrestleMania VI 
Won't Settle This Feud. Centerfold: Sting. Plus: Nikita 
Koloff, Comette-Fock ‘n’ Rolls, Rhodes-Savage, Anderson- 
‘Sawyer, boxers vs. wrestlers. 

July 1990: The Maturing Of Lex Luger: The “Total Package” 
‘Becomes The People's Choice. Centerfold: Rick Martel. Plus 
‘Skyscrapers, Bobby Heenan, Mr. Salo, referees. 


‘September 1990: The Hulkster’s Wrath: 7,000 Miles To 
Violent Redemption. Centerfold: The Steiners. Plus: Jeff 
Jarrett, Sting, Destruction Grew, Four Horsemen, Curt 
Hennig. 

October 1990: Sting’s Painful Lesson: You'll Have No 
Friends At The Top. Centerfold: Brutus Beotcake. Plus: 
Omdortt-Blanchard) Tugboat, Teddy Long, Ultimate Warrior, 
Road Warfors. 

November 1990: Sting Wins The NWA World Title “if This 
Is A Dream, Don't Wake Me.” Centerfold: Road Warriors, 
Plus: Rude-Wartior, Ric Flair, Funk-Hansen, muscle and 
power. 

February 1981: WrestleMania Vil Contest. Centerfold: 
4981 calendar. Plus: Sid Vicious, DiBlase-Rhodes, Scott 
Steiner, Power & Glory, Terry Funk. 

March 1991 (Special Issue): 1990—The Year in Wrestling, 
1990 In Review, Achievement ’90 awards, UnoffciaOffcial 
‘awards, Predictions for 1991, 

April 1991: Sgt. Slaughter Gullty Of Treason! Centerfold: 
‘Tom Zenk. Plus: Sting, Magnum T.A., Jesse Ventura, Lawler- 
Gilbert, Hogan & Wartio 
May 1991: WrestleMania Vil Shocker! Who Is Secretly 
Plotting To Destroy Hulk Hogan Before March 24 
Centerfold: Am Anderson. Plus: Rick Ride, FlaiSting, Lou 
Thesz, Rick Steamboat. 

June 1991: Hulk Hogan: America's Hero. Centerfold: 
Hacksaw Duggan. Plus: Cactus Jack, Ric Flair, Nasty Boys, 
Steiners, Simmons-Reed, 

July 1991: The War Is Over! Hulk Hogan Liberates The 
WWF Belt From Sgt. Slaughter! Centerfold: Brian Pillman. 
lus: Horsemen, Lex Luger, Eric Embry, Demolition, 

‘August 1981 (Special Issue): Supercards '91. Centerfold: 
Hulk Hogan. Plus: WrestleMania Vil, WCW-:New Japan, 
Ultimate Warrior, Owen Hart, Koloff-Luger. 

October 1991: Sid Justice: The Second Coming Ot Hulk 
Hogan. Centerfold: Lex Luger, Plus: Hogan-Slaughter, 
‘Terrence Taylor, Barry Windham, Wiliams-Bigslov. 
November 1991: Your Wedding Gift For Savage & 
Elizabeth: Help Lift The “Macho Man's” Suspension! 
Centerfold: Bobby Eaton. Plus: Tto Santana, Bushwhackers, 
Jushin Liger, Brian Pitlman, 

December 1981: PWI 500. Centerfold: Rick Steamboat. 
Plus: Ron Simmons, Johnny B. Badd, Flai-Hogan, 

January 1992: Ric Flair: He'll Make Hulk Hogan Look Like 
‘An Amateur. Centerfold: Ron Simmons. Plus: Rick Steiner, 
Ultimate Wartior, Lex Luger. 

February 1992: Has Hulk Hogan Had Enough? Centerfold: 
1992 calendar. Plus: Sting, Justice-Roberts, hat prospects, 
Eddie Gilbert. 

March 1992 (Special Issue): 1981—The Year In Wrestling. 
1991 In Review, Achievement '91 awards, UnofficialOfficial 
‘awards, Predictions for 1992, 

April 1992: Outlook For Sting: Bright And Sunny; 
Forecast For Luger: Reign Ending! Centerfold: Ric Flait. 
Plus: Eaton & Anderson, Madusa, Jannetty-Michaels, WWF 
madness. 

May 1992: Revitalized In Tokyo: Hulk Hogan Is Super- 
Psyched For WrestleMania Vil! Centerfold: Rick Rude. 
Plus: Sting & Muta-Steiners, Jarrett & Fuller, Lightning Kid, 
Flandy Savage, intimidation 

June 1992: Exclusive PW Interview: Roddy Piper Speaks 
‘Out! Centerfold: Dustin Rhodes. Plus: Dangerously-Sting, 
‘Abdullah-Cactus, Sid Justice, Randy Savage. 

July 1992: The Best Of The Best—The Masters Of Their 
Cratt. Centerfold: Randy Savage. Plus: Liger-Pilman, slim 
Neidhart, U.S..Japan, Ric Flat. 

‘August 1992 (Special Issue): WrestleMania Vill. 
Centerfold: Hulk Hogan. Plus: Ultimate Warrior, Randy 
‘Savage, Sting, Terry Taylor, Gibert-Patriot, gore. 

September 1992: Savage vs. Sting: Why It Isn't That 
Unlikely. Centerfold: Nikita Koloff. Plus: Steiners, Bary 
Windham, Sid Justice, Hodge & Weston, Shawn Michaels. 
October 1992: The Hatred Still Runs Deep: Ultimate Warrior 
vs. Randy Savage—They'll Settle Up At SummerSlam! 
Centerfold: Cactus Jack. Plus: Steve Wiliams, Tom Zenk, WWF 
ttle controversy, fre match, Eric Embry. 

November 1992: The British Bulldog: Hounding The 
Hitman. Centerfold: Utimate Warrior. Plus: Honky Tonk Man, 
Steiners, Undertaker, Madusa, perfect wrestler 
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December 1992: PW! 500. Centerfold: Big Van Vader. Plus: 
Naliz-Bossman, Sid Justice, WCW rulebreakers. 

vanuary 1993: New WWF World Champion Ric Flair: His 
‘SummerSlam Plan Works To Perfection. Centerfold: Jetf 
Jarrett. Pus: Ron Simmons, Kerry Von Erich, Rude-Roberts- 
‘Steamboat. 

March 1983 (Special Issue): 1992—The Year In Wrestling. 
1992 In Review, Achievement '92 awards, UnofficiaVOfficial 
‘awards, Predictions for 1 
April 1993: The Steiners: Everything You Always Wanted 
To Know About Wrestling's Most Awesome Tag Team. 
Centerfold: Barry Windham. Plus: Bob Backlund, Sting-Muta, 
Hawk & Sasaki, Davey Boy Smith, 

May 1993: WrestleMania Without Hulk Hogan? Centerfold: 
‘The Undertaker, Plus: Ron Simmons, Cactus Jack, Madusa- 
Sherri, WCW-New Japan, Ulimate Warrior 

‘April 1995: WWF Title Turmoil. Centerfold: Sabu, Plus: Hulk 
Hogan, Jim Comette, Diesel, Alundra Blayze, Dusty-Dustin, 
Chis Candido. 

duly 1995: Hulk Hogan: “I Can't Take It Anymore!” 
Centerfold: Bam Bam Bigelow. Plus: Kevin Sullivan, USWA 
blood, Yokozuna, Savage & Shem ravitalize the WWF. 
‘April 1996: WCW World Titie Turmoil, Centerfold; The Kid 
Plus: Hulk Hogan, Ahmed Johnson, Bob Armstrong, 
Michaels-Brot, Public Enemy. 

‘May 1996: Un-Naturalt The WWF Has Finally Gone Too 
Farl Centerfold: Public Enemy. Plus; Jeff Jarrett, Dreamer- 
Raven, Dan Sevem, Ric Flair, Giant 

July 1996: Is Shawn Michaels Leaving The WWF? 
Centerfold: Lex Luger. Plus: Goldust, Hulk Hogan, Giant, Ric 


Centerfold: Sunny, Plus: Shawn Michaels, 1-2-3 Kid, Jimmy 
Hart, Sting-Fiair, Sandman & Hyatt, Steve Austin 
September 1996: Kevin Nash—Great Expectations. 
Centerfold: Ultimate Warrior, Plus: Roddy Piper, Jerry Lawler, 
Stoiners-Road Warriors, Public Enemy. 

‘October 1996: Peaking Too Soon: Will The Giant Be 
Ruined By His Own Success? Centerfold: Goldust. Plus 
Big Van Vader, Ri Flat, Bulldog, Lex Luger. 

November 1996: Glant-Michaols: The War To End All 
Wars. Centerfold: Dreamer, Beulah, Kimona, Plus: Sunny, 
Bret Hart, World Peace Festival, Yoshi Kwan, 
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December 1996: The Truth Hurts: Hulk Hogan Is Right! 
Centerfold: Steve Austin. Plus: Undertaker-Bearer-Mankind, 
Sting, Ahmad Johnson, Col. Parker, 

WI 500. Centerfold: Shawn, 


Centerfold: Rey Misterio Jt. Plus: Marc Mero, Lord Steven, 
Regal, Shawn Michaels, PG-1 
February 1997; Mr. Per hawn Michaels Stole My 
Life." Centerfold: "Psycho" Sid, Plus: Kroffat & Furnas, Vince 
McMahon, Randy Savage, New Razor & New Diesel 

April 1997: How Winning The Title Saved Psycho Sid's, 
Sanity, Centerfold: Hulk Hogan, Plus: Rocky Maivia, Jotf 
Jarrett, UnotficialOficials, Chris Jericho, 


May 1997: March Madness. Centerfold: Benoit & Woman, 
Plus: Akira Hokuto, Roddy Piper, Goldust, Giant. 

June 1997 (Special Issue): The 1997 PWI Poll. Centerfold: 
‘Ahmed Johnson. Plus: Bearer & Vader, Savio Vega, Piper- 
Hogan, Barely Legal, Malenko-Dragon. 

July 1997: Steve Austin: Stone-Cold And Uncensored, 
Contertold: Dallas Page. Plus: Rocky Maivia, Road Wartiors, 
Nick Patrick, Eliminators. 

‘August 1997: (Special Issue): Supercards '97: WCW 
Uncensored, WWF WrestleMania Xill, ECW Barely Legal, 
Centerfold: Dennis Rodman & Hulk Hogan vs. Lex Luger. 
Plus: Kimberly, Public Enemy, managers, 

September 1997: N-W-Over? Centerfold: Bret Hart. Plus: 
Piper & Fait Terry Funk, WWF World tile, Steve Austin. 
October 1997: Shawn Michaels: Is His Heart Still in The 
WWF? Centerfold: The Giant, Plus: Utimo Dragon, Kevin 
Nash, Big Van Vader, ECW. 

November 1997: WWF:WCW Death Match: PWI's Plan To 
Prevent Armageddon. Centerfold: Rob Van Dam, Plus: 
Debra & Jarrett, “Psycho” Sid, Giant & Page, Owen Hart, 
December 1997: Ken Shamrock’s Deadly Climb To The 
Top, Centerfold: Savage & Elizabeth. Plus: Perry Saturn, 
WWF light heavys, NWO & Bischoff, Eddy Guerrero, 

Holiday 1997 (Special Issue): PW! 500. Centerfold: Dean 
Malenko, 

January 1998: Bagwoll, Wright, & Jericho—The ea! New 
World Order. Centerfold: Dude Love. Plus: The Giant, Shane 
‘Douglas, Shawn Michaels, Ahmed Johnson. 

February 1998: Sting vs. Hogen—The Match Of The 
Century! Centerfold: Hogan vs, Sting fight poster. Plus: 16- 
page Starrcade preview, Perry Satum, Dude Love, 

March 1998 (Special Issue); 1997—The Year in Wrestling. 
1997 In Review, Achievement '97 awards, Unofficia/Oticial 
awards, Predictions for 1998. 

April 1998: The DeGeneration X Debate: Will It Save Or 
Fluin The WWE? Centerfold: Ken Shamrook. Plus: Bret Hart, 
Undertaker-Kane, Melanie Pitman 

May 1998: Starrcade Scandal! We Hate To Say it, But... 
Give The Belt Back To Hogan. Centerfold: Ric Flair, Plus: 
Mare Moro, Taka Michinoku, Taz, Statreade match-by-match, 
‘June 1998 (Special Issue): The 1998 PW/ Poll. Centerfold: 
‘Stove Austin, Plus: Sabu, Lex Luger, Sting, Rocky Maivia Bill 
Goldberg, 
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Slate 


ECW has made chairs, tables, and 
baseball bats as commonplace as 
headlocks, suplexes, and figure-fours. 
This hardcore style has set a new 
standard for the rest of wrestling 


talent roster has been raided, and 

its “bingo hall” is still too small. Yet 
ECW keeps rolling along, attracting 
new diehard fans every day with its 
brand of hardcore mayhem. Some 
critics say ECW is in a slump; oth- 
ers claim the federation is just hit- 
ting its stride. 

Which is it? 

Pay-per-view buy rates, consid- 
ered the most arbitrary of measuring 
sticks, indicates that ECW’s momen- 
tum has leveled out. Barely Legal, 
its first PPV, drew a buy rate of .2, 
which was considered very good for 
a first effort. Subsequent efforts— 
Hardcore Heaven, November to 
Remember, and Living Dan- 
gerously—showed only small 
increases, however, which would be 
considered somewhat disappointing. 

But there are many reasons for 
ECW to be optimistic. In addition to 
Request, ECW will finally distrib- 
uted by Viewer’s Choice as of its 
May 3 pay-per-view, Wrestle- 
palooza, at the Cobb County 
Center in Marietta, Georgia. With 
that, the PPV universe of potential 
buyers will have increased from 19 
million for Barely Legal to 36 million 
(with five million more via direct 
satellite). ECW will also be carried 
by CableVision, the Northeast pow- 
erhouse that declines to carry 
Ultimate Fighting and had previous- 
ly shied away from ECW as well. 


TS STYLE HAS been imitated, its 


On the house show front, ECW 
Arena, located in Philadelphia, rou- 
tinely hosts sellout cards. Its fan fol- 
lowing, though small by WCW and 
WWF standards, remains extremely 
loyal. The itinerary for Hardcore 
Tour ’98, its most recent promotion- 
al effort, took ECW far from its tradi- 
tional Northeast stronghold, to 
Georgia, Florida, Louisiana, Texas, 
Ohio, Tennessee, Indiana, and 
Japan. 

Much of ECW's challenges have 
been created by forces beyond its 
control. The WWF, for example, has 


siezed upon many 
pare eaa ECW s ae palseel of the elements that 
eee atunhYl allowed ECW to 
ECW can look forward to reaching an Mum uM leleelt-) 
expanded PPV universe. market. Through 
relaxed rules, a 
“heavy metal” marketing package, 
and adult-oriented themes, the 
WWF is now promoting “hardcore 
wrestling” around the world. The 
WWF's approach may be less 
provocative, but fans no longer 
have to depend solely on ECW for 
violence, cursing, and cleavage. 


Television ratings and pay-per-view 
buy-rates mean nothing to ECW 
fans who routinely pack the ECW 
Arena in South Philadelphia. If fan 
reaction is a measuring stick for 
success, ECW is head and shoul- 
ders above the big two. 
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If the WWF has stolen ECW’s 
ideas, WCW has gone so far as to 
steal its talent. Raven, Stevie 
Richards, and Perry Saturn all 
jumped federations during the past 
year. Recognizing that losing 
superstars is as natural as giving 
birth to them, ECW rebounded 
quickly by making the most of its 
existing roster. 

The Triple Threat, which has 
emerged as the federation’s domi- 
nant clique, began its ascension 
during this chaotic period. Today, 
Shane Douglas is enjoying his 
fourth reign as ECW champion and 
the team of Chris Candido and 
Lance Storm are ECW tag champi- 
ons. In fact, The Triple Threat’s 
greatest challenges have come 
from within, not from its outside 
rivals. Douglas’ tenure as champion 
has been interrupted only once 
since August 1997. That occurred 
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when fellow Triple Threat member 
Bam Bam Bigelow defeated Doug- 
las for the title and held it for six 
weeks. 

Candido and Storm beat Doug 
Furnas and Phil Lafon for the tag 
team title in December, then started 
having personal differences. Their 


Bam Bam Bigelow beat ECW 
champion Shane Douglas for 
the heavyweight title before 
rejoining the Triple Threat— 
ECW's answer to the NWO and 
DeGeneration X. Douglas has 
since recaptured the belt and 
welcomed Bigelow back with — 
‘open arms. 


friendship ended during a title 
defense against Bigelow and Taz. 
Bigelow, who had been exiled from 
the group, attacked Taz during the 
match and helped Candido assault 
Storm. 

Taz, “The Human Suplex Ma- 
chine,” has been very vocal in his 


The WWF and WCW have scav- 
enged both ideas and talent from 
ECW. Perry Saturn came to WCW, 
joined The Flock, and quickly won 
the TV title. 


desire to face Douglas, although is 
justly proud of the belt he currently 
owns. Although his eight-month TV 
title reign ended at Living Danger- 
ously,Taz has already secured his 
status as the hottest star in ECW. As 
such, he is quite insistent that ECW 
should be regarded as a world-class 
organization. 

“| won't be like the rest of those 
sellouts who decided to go for a 
quick buck,” said Taz. “In this life, 
you can dignify yourself in only one 
way—and that’s by being the best 
at what you do. ECW is the only 
federation that will let me step in 
that ring as a man and not a piece 
of merchandise. That's why ECW 
will always have loyal fans.” 

Another reason for ECW’s cult 
following is its athletes’ willingness 
to put their bodies at risk during 
every match. Perennial favorites 
such as The Sandman and Tommy 


Dreamer are always anxious to 
wrap barbed wire around baseball 
bats and go to war with daredevils 
like Sabu and Rob Van Dam. These 
hardcore warriors no longer seem to 
care about winning titles. To them, 
violence is its own reward. 

But don’t think ECW has only 
brawlers in its ranks. Veterans such 
as Jerry Lynn, Al Snow, Doug 
Furnas, and Phil Lafon are profi- 
cient in the air and on the mat. 
Justin Credible and Chris Chetti are 
among the new- 
comers who are 
trying to make their 
mark in “The Land 
Of The Extreme.” 

And, although 
their win-loss re- 
cords are less 
than spectacular 
these days, men 
like The Blue 


) Pound-for-pound, Taz is probably the 


Meanie, Super Nova, and Mikey 
Whipwreck enjoy fan followings that 
would be difficult to replicate any- 
where else. 

The success of any sporting 
event, or any entertainment venture 
for that matter, can always be 
judged by the enthusiasm of atten- 
dees after the event. If there are 
any doubts about the success of 
this organization, just watch the 
exuberant fans who leave ECW 
Arena—and hope they aren't head- 
ed for your neighborhood. oOo 


best wrestler in ECW. He is also one 
of the fans’ favorite. Like the fans, Taz 


} appreciates ECW’s underground aura 
and has promised never to “sellout 


Chris Candido (right) rounds out the Triple 
Threat. He and Lance Storm were ECW tag | 
team champions until he turned against 
Storm, along with Bigelow, at ECW arena in 
January. 
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For many fans, the 
extent of their involvement 
with independent 


wrestling is a journey on 
the information highway 
to the hundreds of 


on the independent circuit 

climb into their cars and travel 
great distances in search of a goal 
most will never reach. After hours 
and hours on the road, they will 
eventually get to the small town in 
which they are scheduled to wres- 
tle, but not many will find what they 
are ultimately looking for: a chance 


Fenn WEEKEND, wrestlers 


to wrestle in the WWF, WCW, or 
even ECW. 

If the wrestlers are discouraged 
by the odds against them, however, 
you would never be able to tell by 
their performances in the ring. After 
several down years in the mid-’90s, 
when the entire sport suffered 
through an extended financial 
slump, independent wrestling is 


available web sites. 


But to the wrestlers 
themselves, the real 
highway is part of the 
grim reality of a career 
that starts with hope but 
most often ends in 
disappointment 


‘One of the premier independent events of 
last year was the ECWA’s Super 8 Tour- 
nament, promoted by Jim Kettner. 
Clockwise from top left: Ravishing Ronny, 
Ace Darling (the winner), Devon Storm. 
Inferno Kid, Cheetah Master, Billy Kidman, 
Lance Diamond, and Reckless Youth. 
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once again a thriving subculture of 
the big business of professional 
wrestling. From the ECWA in 
Wilmington, Delaware, to the IWA 
in Louisville, Kentucky, to Music 
City Wrestling in Nashville, Ten- 
nessee, independent wrestling is 
enjoying a tremendous resurgence 
in popularity. 

“No doubt,” said Pennsylvania 
Championship Wrestling promoter 
Blaine DeSantis, “the success of the 
WWF and WCW has trickled down 
to the independents.” 

There are more than 75 indepen- 
dent promotions in the United 
States that promote on a monthly 
basis. Some, like Music City 
Wrestling, have national television 
exposure. Names like T. Rantula, 
Christian Cage, Reckless Youth, Ox 
Harley, Cheetah Master, Steve 
Corino, Flash Flanagan, Lance 
Diamond, Terry Golden, Ray 
Odyssey, Mike Modest, and Skull 
Ganz have become more recogniz- 
able within the wrestling industry, 
which, presumably, will increase 
their chances of becoming stars. 


“Watching the guys mature and 
improve, that is the best thing about 
the independents,” said Music City 
Wrestling owner Bert Prentice. 
“With more and more independent 
promotions opening up, there will 


be more and more wrestlers im- 
proving their skills. That, in turn, 
helps the overall quality of wrestling 
on all levels.” 

“| can remember when | first 
started out,” said Al Snow, who’s 


Highly touted Christian Cage goes on the 
attack against Johnny Smith in Boston 
(above). There are some moments that make 
all the personal sacrifice worthwhile for men 
like Cheetah Master (left). 
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been able to grown beyond the 
indies to the WWF and ECW. “I 
weighed maybe 195 soaking wet. | 
didn’t know a wristlock from a ham- 
merlock, but | thought | knew every- 
thing. | was just a dumb kid at the 
time. Boy, did | learn ina hurry! The 
independents gave me that opportu- 
nity to get better.” 

For every Al Snow that makes it, 
however, there are thousands of 
“John Does” who do not. “In my 30 
years of being involved with inde- 
pendent wrestling, | have seen hun- 
dreds of kids come in and out of 
wrestling,” said ECWA owner Jim 
Kettner. “Only a couple will ever go 
on to bigger and better things, and 
that is the cold, hard reality of inde- 
pendent wrestling.” 

“ve driven over 1,000 miles in a 
single day just to wrestle,” boasted 
IPWA wrestler Cueball Carmichael, 
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“and I'd do it again in a heartbeat.” 

Independent wrestling in 1998 is 
no different than the territories were 
in 1980. You can gain valuable ex- 
perience in front of different crowds 
in different towns almost every night 
of the week. This allows the 
wrestlers a chance to be seen and 
the fans to catch a glimpse of a 
future star today. The biggest differ- 
ence if that through tape trading and 
the Internet, wrestlers who only 
appear in one segment of the coun- 
try are becoming known to fans in 
the rest of the country and around 
the world. 

Through the power of modern 
technology, wrestling fans in Cal- 
ifornia can read results and fan 
reaction to an independent show in 
Detroit or Raeford, North Carolina. 
With the fans’ interest in out-of-town 
independents piqued, they might be 

spurred to trade or 


Climbing the ladder to success 
doesn’t always mean finding 
your way to the WWF or WCW. 
as Ace Darling and Lance Dia- 
mond demonstrate. 


buy tapes of this unseen talent so 
they can take a first-hand look. This, 
in turn, spreads the names of 
tomorrow’s stars across the regions. 

“The Internet is changing the 
face of wrestling,” said former WWF 
tag team champion Afa the Sa- 
moan, whose Top Rope Pro- 
ductions, based in Hazleton, Penn- 
sylvania, runs weekly cards and 
operates a training center. 

“Our web site receives at least 
150 hits daily,” said Century 
Wrestling Alliance owner Tony 
Rumble. “Think about that, That's 
nearly 1,100 people a week who 
find out about our product!” 

The Internet and tape trading 
have developed a cult following of 
sorts for many independent promo- 
tions. Fans are able to see com- 
plete cards in the comfort of their 
own living room via videotape. 

(Continued on page 94) 


Mabel, formerly a co-holder of the 
WWF World tag team title as a 
member of Men on a Mission, 
keeps Wolfie D under foot in a 
Music City Wrestling match. 
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WRESTLING GAME 
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WITH OVER 20,000 GAMES SOLD WORLDWIDE = Se 
CHAMPIONS OF THE GALAXY IS THE BEST! Brainstorm and his friends would 


Champions of the Galaxy has been wrestling’s hottest like to welcome you to the GWF! 


card game for eleven years! It’s only the most realistic game 
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The past three years have 
given rise to a worldwide 
wrestling community as stars 


from Japan, Mexico, Europe, 
and every corner of the map 
come to wrestle in the United 


States. Conversely, more 
and more American stars are 


travelling abroad to compete 


New Japan legends Antonio Inoki and 
Riki Choshu have both announced 
their retirements. But that promotion 
still has a wealth of talented stars. So 
does All-Japan, the other big federa- 
tion in the Orient. 


HE FIRST COUNTRY most 
wrestling fans think of when 
the term international wres- 
tling is brought up generally is 
Japan. But to get a grasp on the 
state of wrestling in that nation is 
about as easy as getting a grasp on 
the state of wrestling in the United 
States. That is, it's not easy at all. 

The easiest way to do it is to 
break the wrestling down by federa- 
tions. Like it is in the States, Jap- 
anese wrestling is dominated by a 
Big Two: New Japan Pro Wrestling 
and All-Japan Pro Wrestling. 

New Japan lost one of its all- 
time greats when, much to the dis- 
appointment of the fans, Riki 
Choshu retired last January. Two 
other legendary competitors, 
Antonio Inoki and Norio Honaga, 
also announced plans to retire, and 
while that news is bad, there is no 
reason to believe New Japan won't 
be able to continue packing arenas 
even without those stars on its 


Masa Chono and Keiji Muto head the 
Japanese branch of the NWO. Just like 
their American brethren in WCW, the 


) Japanese members receive plenty of tele- 
vision exposure and have no trouble get- 
ting title shots in New Japan. 


active roster. 

One of the main reasons: 
People there—media members 
and fans alike—have become infat- 
uated with the international NWO, 
a group headed by Masa Chono 
and Keiji Muto. As is the case on 
WCW shows in the U.S., the NWO 
maintains a strong presence on 
NJPW cards and consistently gar- 
ners high-profile matches and title 
shots. IWGP heavyweight champi- 
on Kensuke Sasaki has answered 
the challenges of Muto and 
emerged victorious. However, it 
has been American NWO star 
Scott Norton who has proven to be 
Sasaki’s toughest opposition in 
tecent months. 

In the junior heavyweight ranks, 
it's once again Jushin “Thunder” 
Liger on top; at press time, he was 
in the midst of his ninth |!WGP 
junior heavyweight title reign. 

New Japan's chief rival, All- 
Japan Pro Wrestling, is delivering 
some of the best heavyweight 
wrestling in the world. Triple 


Crown kingpin Mitsuharu Misawa 
has defeated all the top chal- 
lengers for his title—everyone from 
Jun Akiyama to Johnny Ace—and 
he continues to dazzle fans with 
his constantly changing repertoire 
of moves. Not even American 
wrestling stars Steve Williams and 
Gary Albright have been able to 
unseat reigning AUPW tag team 
champs Akira Taue and Toshiaki 
Kawada, who are on one of the 
hottest streaks of their careers. 
Kenta Kobashi and Stan Hansen 
are just two of the big names filling 
out the roster. 

This past year has been espe- 
cially difficult for many of the small- 
er promotions in The Land of the 
Rising Sun. All-Japan Women is 
nowhere near as strong as it once 
was, and it might fold before the 
end of 1998. The WAR promotion, 
formerly home to such stars as 
Ultimo Dragon and Genichiro 
Tenryu, stopped promoting cards 
in February. 

With the exodus of many of its 
top stars, Michinoku Pro—in which 
both Taka Michinoku and The 


Great Sasuke have extensive expe- 
rience—has seen a tremendous 
dropoff in attendance and is strug- 
gling financially in spite of the fact 
that it still has a solid cult following. 
FMW managed to forge working 
agreements with both the WWF and 
AJPW in the past, making it the 
strongest Japanese promotion after 
New Japan and All-Japan. 

Japan is the only country in 
which women’s wrestling still 
stands on its own, and groups like 
ARSION and Neo Japan Ladies 
have emerged in just the past year, 
bringing the total number of female 
wrestling promotions to six. 

Overall, as the Japanese inde- 
pendent scene continues to deteri- 
orate, while the big leagues grow 
stronger and stronger. 

The same is true in Mexico, 
where there are even fewer inde- 
pendents. The biggest federations, 
AAA, Promo Azteca, and EMLL, all 
vie for the fans’ attention, while 
most of the other groups have 


faded from the public eye. 

Promo Azteca, the newest of the 
three, is home to many of the same 
Luchadores whom fans see every 
week in WCW. Pirata Morgan just 
recently won the vacant Promo 
Azteca title, but despite having 
many recognizable stars on its ros- 
ter, Promo Azteca has not yet 
pulled ahead of its competition. 
Undoubtedly, the group has been 
hurt by the fact that so many of 
those top stars spend a lot of time 
in the U.S. 

Both AAA and EMLL have long 
histories and have produced the 
lion’s share of superstars from 
south of the border. However, AAA 
suffered a major blow when many 
of its biggest draws left to 
form Promo Azteca. It 
now builds cards around 
time-honored veterans 
and young daredevils. 
Nevertheless, AAA has 
fallen considerably 
behind EMLL, which 


All-Japan Triple Crown champion 
Mitsuharu Misawa has defeated 
everyone who has challenged for 

his championship in recent | 
months. He is one of the main rea- 
sons All-Japan is doing so well 

these days. 
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boasts such top names as El Hijo 
del Santo and Universo 2000. 

While Lucha Libre may not be 
enjoying its greatest days in Mexico, 
Puerto Rico remains has a hot spot. 
Both American and Mexican 
wrestling are extremely popular 
there. Puerto Rico’s World Wrestling 
Council, the stomping grounds of all- 
time great Carlos Colon, is the pre- 
dominant force there. 

Europe’s Catch Wrestling 
Association, hurt by a dearth of 
popular stars, has lost some of the 
momentum it had just six months 
ago. The CWA heavyweight title 
was won by Marshall Duke, who 
was known as Duke Droese during 
his first stint in the WWF. Current 
WCW competitor Dave Finlay is 


Ultimo Dragon used to com 


pete in WAR in Japan, but © 


that promotion stopped run- 
ning shows in February. 
Many of the smaller Japan- 
ese organizations are strug- 
gling as New Japan and All- 
Japan gain more power. 


having a great deal of success as 
the CWA’s Intercontinental champ, 
but visits from Japan’s Kendo Ka 
Shin, Mexico’s Shinobi, and former 
WCW star Ice Train haven’t been 
able to drive attendance figures up. 

Great Britain has a number of 
federations fighting for the top spot, 
but all have failed to attract much 
attention outside the United 
Kingdom. 

The fact is, many of the wres- 
tling fans in Europe, the Middle 


Mexico's Promo Azteca is home to 
Konnan and many of the Luchadores 
seen regularly in WCW, but the overall 
State of Mexican wrestling has been 
weakened by the wrestlers splitting 
time between promotions there and in 
the U.S. 


David ~ 


East, and Africa follow the WWF— 
and to a lesser extent, WCW— 
more than any promotion based 
closer to home. The NWF, based 
in western Africa, has amassed a 
large fan following, thanks in large 
part to Sledge Lt. Hammer, the 
reigning champion. Likewise, 
South Africa, another regular stop 
on the WWF's international tours, 
has its own promotion, the UWF, 
which is also popular. 

In Canada, a number of promo- 
tions continue to produce promis- 
ing new talent, but generally 
speaking, Canadians 
seem more interest- 
ed in the trials and 
tribulations of the 
Hart family in the 
United States. Bri- 
tish Columbian fans 


Finlay is one of the few 
WCW wrestlers enjoying success in 
Europe. While WCW might be on 
top in America, Europe is definitely 
WWF territory. 


have become preoccupied with 
their own brand of hardcore 
wrestling, brought to them by 
Extreme Canadian Championship 
Wrestling. That province has seen 
competition heat up between 
ECCW and rival promotion 
International Championship Wres- 
tling, which has resulted in a surge 
in popularity for both. 

It's ironic that while wrestling in 
the U.S. is enjoying an amazing 
resurgence, the same can’t be said 
for many of the promotions in other 
countries, despite the fact that 
mainstream media coverage, 
which is usually poor in the U.S., is 
rather favorable elsewhere. Japan 
and Mexico remain the current 
hotbeds for new talent, but at least 
now a few other nations are start- 
ing to produce. ‘ Oo 
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The bigger the bucks, 
the bigger the stakes. 
The bigger the stakes, 
the bigger the risks. 
The sport of wrestling 
has never been more 
exciting, but what will 
the state of its athletes 
be in 10 years? 


S WRESTLERS TRY harder 
A and harder to keep their 

maneuvers state of the art, 
the ante in the mat wars rises high- 
er and higher. Moves that were 
considered high-risk just a few 
years ago are now passe. Moon- 
saults and frankensteiners, once 
the hallmark of such top names as 
the Great Muta and Scoit Steiner 


Everybody's getting into the act. 

Beulah McGuillicutty executes a 

frankensteiner. This move is common- 
~ place now, but was considered “cut- 
+) ting-edge” not too long ago. 


the 


are now used by the likes of 
Beulah and Chyna. At the rate 
things are going now, the number 
of chances wrestlers are willing to 
take seems to be limitless. 

Not long ago, before the Amer- 
ican wrestling scene was inundat- 
ed by athletes from Japan and 
Mexico, new wrestling maneuvers 
were few and far between. Now, 


due the added international com- 
petition, wrestlers all across the 
globe seem to have taken an 
active interest in inventing new 
maneuvers and adding them to 
their repertoires. With pro wrestling 
drawing larger audiences in arenas 


Luchadores like Hector Garza are 
inventing and perfecting high-impact 
aerial moves every week. The late-'90s 
style of wrestling demands exciting. 
acrobatic proficiency. 


and on television, the focus has 
shifted from winning the match to 
putting on a show. Wrestlers know 
that the competition taking place 
every Monday night requires a little 
something extra to draw the atten- 
tion of national viewers. They 


Wrestlers are exposing their bod- 
ies to serious risk, sometimes for = 


© no other reason than to get a 


Ts 


| response from the crowd. Sabu. 
whose disregard for his own safe 
ty in the ring is well-documented, 


has a thing for tables. 


aren't the least bit nervous about 
turning it up a notch to pull ahead 
of the competition. 

Young wrestlers are being 
turned into young stars with moves 
that transcend the label “high-risk.” 
People might not look twice at an 
athlete the size of WCW cruiser- 
weight Hector Garza, until they see 
his corkscrew plancha from the 
corner to the floor. Aguila, star of 
both AAA and the WWFP’s light 
heavyweight division, performs 
moonsaults while corkscrewing 
through the air. As impressive as 
that is to see, international 
women’s sensation Chaparita Asari 
has been doing it for years, and 
typically rotates three or four times 
before landing on her opponent! 

But there is a downside to the 
execution of such maneuvers that 
many fans are unaware of. Sabu 
has probably had an injury for 
every match he’s ever wrestled, 
and shows no sign of letting up. 
Jushin Liger has a career threaten- 
ing injury just about every year, 
and Rey Misterio Jr. soon won't be 
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able to walk under his own power if 
he maintains his current devil-may- 
care attitude. 

Using these high-risk moves has 
shortened many careers. Holly- 
wood Hogan and Jerry Lawler 
have remained in the game for as 
long as they have because they 
are “no-risk” artists. The Taka 
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Michinokus and Juventud Guer- 
teras of the sport will probably not 
be able to perform their mind-bog- 
gling stunts at age 40. 

The days of slowly wearing your 
opponent down has been replaced 
with a hard-hitting and high-flying 
style that is constantly being 
improved. Some of the most highly 


regarded rivalries of the 1980s, 
including Ric Flair vs. Rick Steam- 
boat, often featured matches 
whose duration was an full hour. 
Today's rising stars need to make 
an impact as quickly and effectively 
as possible if they want to win over 
the fans and impress promoters. A 
wrestler like Bill Goldberg will 
explode into an intense assault and 
sometimes finish his opponent in 
under two minutes. 

The maneuvers used in this 
new, international style are the 
product of American, Mexican, and 
Japanese wrestling. Lucha Libre 
moves like topes and planchas are 
now as common on WCW broad- 
casts as the side headlock. The 
hardcore style of ECW has influ- 
enced groups, from Promo Azteca 
to Michinoku Pro; and the strong- 
style submissions of Japan have 
found their way into such unlikely 


The epic battles between Ric Flair and Rick | 
Steamboat would often last a full hour (below). 
Bill Goldberg's assault is so intense that his 
matches are usually over in less than 90 sec- 


onds (left). 


groups as the WWF and Europe’s 
CWA. Success in professional 
wrestling is no longer about being 
a master of one style. In order to 
succeed, wrestlers need to be well- 
versed in all styles. This has given 
tise to wrestling’s first true global 
stars, athletes like Chris Benoit and 
Ultimo Dragon, who bring together 
the best elements of all styles. 
Internationally, it is the competi- 
tion between promotions that has 
caused the stakes to be raised 
higher than ever before. In the 
United States, we watch as every 
week the WWF and WCW battle 
for our attention, our viewership, 
and our dollars. This is also true in 
Mexico, where the competition 
among AAA, Promo Azteca, and 
EMLL forces the envelope to be 
pushed further and further. In the 
Far East, New Japan and All- 
Japan continue to struggle for 


1 


dominance. All of this worldwide 
competition has brought us the 
most daring and dangerous moves 
the sport has ever known. 

It wasn’t long ago that “DDT” 
and “piledriver” were the buzz 
words of wrestling aficionados 
everywhere. Now it's the “spring- 
board huracanrana” and “shooting 
Star press” that have fans staring in 
amazement. There are new holds 
and moves being invented every 
week, just to keep our attention. 

At this pace, it is unrealistic to 
expect today’s new superstars to 
have the lasting power that wres- 


tlers like Verne Gagne and Lou 
Thesz had. Instead of providing us 
with years and years of excitement, 
they deliver some of the most 
thrilling and awe-inspiring moments 
in the history of professional 
sports. But that’s why the fans 
spend their money and pack the 
arenas, because they want to be 
entertained. And ultimately, it is the 
fans who reap the benefits of 
watching these daredevils push the 
limits of our imagination every time 
they step between the ropes. Oo 


Chris Benoit has blended influences from 
the Japanese, Mexican, and American 
Styles of wrestling to ome a true interna- 
tional star. As competition among promo- 
tions grows worldwide, more wrestlers will 
adopt this profile. 


Verne Gagne, like Hollywood | 
Hogan and Harley Race, enjoyed 
a long career because he 
shunned high-risk moves. 
Today's daredevils will find their 
breathtaking feats harder to 
duplicate as they get older. 
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What good are rules 


if they aren’t enforced? 
Why do some wrestlers 
get away with ignoring 
the sport’s regulations 
altogether? In an era 
when rules are relaxed to 
draw more fans, one truth 
is certain: Chaos reigns 
supreme when the 
rulebook is optional 


Since when is this legal? When was the 
last time a referee actually disqualified a 
wrestler for choking an opponent. 
Infractions like choking and eye gauges 
don't warrant a disqualification anymore. 
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HEN WAS THE last time 
a wrestler was actually 
disqualified for not releas- 


ing a hold by the count of five? 
What about all those tag teams 
who continue double-teaming long 
after an official's warning? Why 
shouldn't wrestlers be sent to the 
showers for using closed fists? 
These days, tossing a referee 
across the ring barely gets a stern 
warning, let alone a suspension. 
What has happened to the 
tules? Do they exist anymore? 
Rules are the arbitrary parameters 
that define conduct in a civilized 
society. It’s no coincidence that the 
latest wave of wrestling violence 
has come at a time when the en- 
forcement—and observance—of 
the rulebook are at an all-time low. 
Can anything be done about it? 
“| will be the first to admit that refer- 
ees are more lenient today than 20 
years ago,” said WWF referee Tim 
White. “It’s frustrating when | see 
an infraction that helps someone 
gain the advantage in an under- 
handed way, but doesn’t necessar- 


ily warrant a disqualification. | feel 
that way whenever | see something 
simple, like an eye gouge or a 
cheap shot to the throat. Fans 
won't get their money’s worth if | 
disqualify someone for that kind of 


It is commonplace for wrestlers to 
strike an opponent with a closed 
fist, a move that is still, technical- 
ly, against the rules. Today, most 
referees allow such an infraction 
to slide without even issuing a 
warning, 


offense, yet there’s nothing | can 
do to take that gouge or cheap 
shot back.” 

Fear of disappointing fans has 
become a greater concern to ring 
Officials. Years ago, disqualifying a 


Disqualifications were more frequent in 
the '80s than they are now, a fact that 
AWA World champion Nick Bockwinkel 
took full advantage of. He knew he could 
not lose the title on a DQ. 
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champion for a minor infraction 
was not a big deal, as long as the 
match took place in front of only a 
few thousand people. Today, with 
millions of viewers watching televi- 
sion and purchasing pay-per-view 
events, disqualification losses can 
be a major disappointment for pay- 
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ing customers. Referees are well 
aware of this reality. 

But injustices can also be 
caused by a strict adherence to the 
rules. This was evident throughout 
the 1970s and ’80s when titlehold- 
ers like NWA World champion Ric 
Flair and AWA World champion 


Nick Bockwinkel routinely saved 
their belts by throwing their oppo- 
nents over the top rope and being 
disqualified. Flair’s use of this tactic 
became so egregious that World 
Class Wrestling, frustrated that its 
wrestlers weren’t getting fair title 
matches, seceded from the NWA 
in 1986. 

The over-the-top-rope 
DQ rule caused controver- 
sy during a recent match 
between then-NWA tag 
team champions The 
Rock 'n’ Roll Express and 
The Headbangers. Mosh 
and Thrasher thought 
they had won the title 
from Robert Gibson and 
Rick Morton, then found 
out they had been dis- 
qualified for throwing 
Gibson over the top 
(Continued on page 96) 


Kevin Nash's power bomb was 
outlawed by WCW Executive 
Committee Chairman J.J. Dillon 
after he seriously injured The 
* Giant at Souled Out. Nash has 
been fined in excess of $250,000. 


+ 


DAVEY BOY SMITH | 


Reber ches y 
Le CITT ARMY @) 


‘ a 
s 
© * 


Ta 


By taking advantage of our 
special combination offers, you 
can have all of the world’s 
leading wrestling magazines 
delivered fo your door and 
suve up to 30% off the reqular 
newsstand price! 


# of U.S. Canada/ # of U.S. Canada/ 
Magazines Issues Price Foreign Issues Price Foreign 


DISCOUNT COMBINATION OFFER (SAVE 25%!) 


THE WRESTLER 26 $54.75 ($75.55 52 [$109.50 [$151.10 
INSIDE WRESTLING (13 each title) ($119.75 airmail) | (26 each title) ($239.50 airmail) 


SUPER SAVER COMBINATION OFFER (SAVE 30%!) 
PRO WRESTLING ILLUSTRATED 39 ($81.50 [$112.70] 78  [1$162.95 [1 $225.35 
(New [) Renewal THE WRESTLER (13 each title) ($199.00 airmail) | (26 each title) ($357.95 airmail) 
INSIDE WRESTLING 


(New [Renewal 


YES! Please enter the combination subscription | have checked Send To: LONDON PUBLISHING CO. 
above. | have enclosed a check or money order for payment in full Dept. 9 
or included my credit card number to charge my purchase. P.O. Box 2021 

in, OH 43302 


Please indicate method of payment: 
Name 
(Check or money order (enciosed and payable to LONDON PUBLISHING CO.) 


[VISA [MasterCard Expiration Date: / HERES 
10/¥A 


Card No.: — City State Zip 
Signature: For orders outside the U.S., intemational money order in U.S. funds only. Please 


allow up to eight weeks before you receive your first issue. 
4689/02-98/2¢ 


the 


Being a great wrestler 
requires much more than 
physical conditioning or 
ring expertise. A 
competitor must know 
how to set goals, decide 
when to pursue them, 
and realize tactical 
retreats are sometimes 
necessary. We examine 
10 top stars and their 
chances for success 
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of the 


brutal feuds, and titanic phys- 

ical struggles that define pro 
wrestling would not be possible 
without the talented athletes and 
unique personalities who lace their 
boots for combat each night. During 
the past year alone, there have 
been epic clashes for the sake of 
championship glory, bitter hatred, 
and personal honor. 

Several men have answered the 
challenge and, in doing so, have 
established themselves as being 
part of the sport’s upper echelon. 
Some are champions, others are 
contenders. In WCW, Sting proved 
he could fight the entire NWO and 
become World champion. “Holly- 
wood” Hogan suffered a crushing 
defeat, but have we heard the last 
of wrestling’s most famous star? 
Shawn Michaels and Bret Hart 
were changed forever by the war 
that brought the WWF to its knees. 
But Steve Austin made everyone 
forget the Survivor Series debacle 
by badmouthing Mike Tyson. 
Meanwhile, The Undertaker’s 
career was sent into a tailspin when 
his younger brother, Kane, tried to 
set him ablaze. 

There are also quiet battles being 
waged: Shane Douglas’ crusade to 
bring respectability to ECW; Dallas 
Page's effort to be a fighting champi- 
on against all odds; Owen Hart’s 


T HE INTENSE RIVALRIES, 


attempt to singlehandedly defend his 
family’s pride; and Lex Luger's strug- 
gle to put friendship before ambition. 
The personal conflicts of these stars 
will lead them to greatness—or dis- 
aster. Will they make the ring sizzle 
in 1998 ... or fail miserably? 


STING 


It must be lonely spending over 
15 months in arena rafters. But 
that’s what Sting did as he led a 
silent protest against the NWO. For 
almost a year and a half, everyone 
wondered why Sting didn’t get phys- 
ically involved in the matter, why he 
attacked several WCW wrestlers, 
and how he managed to erode the 
psyche of Hollywood Hogan and 
Eric Bischoff. Then everyone was 
shocked when Sting had so much 
trouble defeating Hogan at Star- 
reade and in their Nitro rematch. 
When Sting finally won the vacant 
title outright at SuperBrawl VIII, he 
needed the interference of Randy 
Savage to make the pin. 

How could this be? Easy. This 
was not a “new” Sting. This was the 
same Sting who was flustered by 
Ric Flair at every turn for the past 


decade, the same Sting who was 
trounced by The Giant several times 
in 1995, and the same Sting who 
was powerless to fight the NWO 
when they first burst on the scene. 
He is one of the best ever, but he is 
only human. But his adopted per- 
sona did a masterful job of psyching 
out the NWO throughout 1996 and 
1997. As WCW World champion, he 
will need to blend the enthusiasm 
and physical prowess of the “old” 
Sting with the cunning and maturity 
of the “new” Sting. 


SHAWN 
MICHAELS 


No one feels sorry for Shawn 
Michaels anymore. Michaels once 
evoked the sympathy of the entire 
wrestling community for the personal 
traumas he endured: the assault he 
suffered at the hands of several men 


Sting is one of the finest wrestlers of dur gen- 

~ eration, but during his absence from the 
sport many people forgot that he was not a | — 
god. The more he wrestles, however, the | 
more ring rust he will shed and the more 
dominant his WCW World title reign will be. 


outside a Syracuse nightclub; the 
concussion he incurred during a 
match with Owen Hart; his long and 
rocky road to the WWF World title; 
his serious knee injuries; and even 
when he “lost his smile.” When he 
was recently sidelined with two herni- 
ated disks, there wasn’t one tear nor 
one wasted emotion. 

And that’s the way Shawn likes it. 
If people give him nothing, he owes 
them nothing. “The Heartbreak Kid” 
now wrestles to win—not to become 
popular, not to validate Vince 
McMahon's confidence, not to be a 
role model. His partnership in 
DeGeneration X, with Hunter Hearst 
Helmsley and Chyna as supporting 
cast members, adds longevity to his 
title reign and allows him to be the 
unrestrained showman he has 
always wanted to be. Way to go, 
Shawn. It must be nice to thwart all 
your rivals and have fun at the 
same time. 


Shawn Michaels was able to put all 
the distractions aside and focus on 
his reign as WWF World champion. 
Michaels has become a better cham- 
pion because he no longer concerns 
himself with the fans, Bret Hart, or 
Vince McMahon. 
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SHANE 
DOUGLAS 


He declared himself “The 
Franchise” of ECW four years ago, 
and is finally getting the chance to 
prove his point. Douglas seemed 
well on his way to becoming a 
dominant ECW champion back in 
1994, but a brief stint in the WWF 
and an 11-month reign as ECW TV 
titleholder derailed him from his 
destiny. He defeated Sabu for the 
ECW heavyweight title last August, 
then lost the belt to Bam Bam 
Bigelow for a six-week period in 
the fall. Douglas regained the title 
from Bigelow at November to 
Remember, but seriously injured 
his elbow during the match. 


Four-time ECW heavyweight champi- 
‘on Shane Douglas is living up to the 
self-issued “Franchise” moniker. He 
has surrounded himself with strong 
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Much like Shawn Michaels, 
Douglas is now hitting his stride as 
champion. He’s through making 
foolish blunders and putting his 
pride above winning. He has also 
surrounded himself with a formida- 
ble clique, The Triple Threat. But 
he must be careful. Bigelow has 
proven himself capable of betray- 
ing Douglas, and Candido is too 
ambitious to be trusted. He needs 
more dependable allies. If only 
Francine were built like Chyna! 


“DIAMOND” 
DALLAS PAGE 


It's difficult to believe this man 
once flaunted his shiny jewelry, his 
expensive cigars, and his fashion- 


able threads. Dallas Page has 
grown up a lot in a short amount of 
time. The U.S. titleholder now con- 
siders himself a “blue-collar cham- 
pion” and wears the blue jeans to 
prove it. A happy homelife, a 
renewed confidence, and a razor- 
sharp “Diamond-cutter” have com- 
bined to launch DDP’s career to 
unprecedented heights. 

Now that the NWO is busy set- 
tling internal squabbles and trying 
desperately to wrest the WCW 
World title from Sting, Page has 
had time to defend his title against 
many worthy contenders, including 
Chris Benoit. But a feud with 
Raven's Flock seems to be on the 
horizon as several members have 
attacked Page in recent weeks. By 
earning the respect of Benoit, DDP 


“Diamond” Dallas Page | 
has been the most active |) 

| U.S. champion that WCW 
fans have seen in a long 
time. He’s willing to take 
on all challengers. 


has also earned his assistance. 
Page has proven that being a 
stand-up guy has its benefits. But 
here's a tip, Dallas: Rest your 
injured kidney for a few weeks. The 
Flock will be sure to wait for you. 


OWEN HART 


The past few months haven’t 
been easy for the youngest Hart 
brother. He watched The Hart 
Foundation disintegrate as his fel- 
low family members—Bret Hart, 
Davey Boy Smith, and Jim 
Neidhart—marched off to WCW. 
Owen, however, was forced to 
remain due to contractual obliga- 
tions. Hart knew he was at a disad- 
vantage when he confronted 
DeGeneration X. But the “sole sur- 
vivor” has been able to rely on 


With most of his family com- 
peting in WCW, European 
champion Owen Hart is 
poised to make a run at the 
WWF World title. “The Sole 
Survivor" has already shown 
Shawn Michaels that he’s a 
worthy opponent. 


some unlikely allies, including Ken 
Shamrock and Steve Austin. At 
least this hostile environment gives 
him the opportunity to emerge from 
Bret's shadow. 

Owen has wisely put his career 
ahead of settling old scores. He 
has already captured the European 
title and has a busy schedule of 
defenses ahead of him. At this 
stage of his career, Hart is closer 
to winning the WWF World title 
than ever before. He has demon- 
strated his ability to compete with 
Shawn Michaels in the past and his 
game has improved markedly 
since their last series of matches. If 
nothing else, the Survivor Series 
fallout forced Owen to become a 
man—and maturity is something 
the current WWF champ desper- 
ately lacks. 


“Stone-Cold” Steve Austin’s nasty 
disposition and lack of fear have 
many WWF competitors shaking in 
their boots. Austin showed the world 
what he was made of by battling 
back from a serious neck injury. 


STEVE AUSTIN 


He’s been compared to every 
lowlife animal on the planet. He’s 
been called a rabid dog, a hyena, 
and a rattlesnake. But Steve Austin 
has never been called a chicken. 
He showed remarkable courage by 
fighting back from spinal shock 
syndrome last fall, and exhibited 
even more courage by getting in 
Mike Tyson's face on Raw Is War. 
It's been said that Austin has more 
guts than brains. Judging by 
Austin’s recent success, that state- 
ment couldn't be more wrong. 

Sure, Austin has battled the 
odds, but he was confident those 
odds could be overcome. He 
knows he has the physical ability 
and ring intelligence to defeat any- 
one in the WWF. By Austin’s logic, 
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he will have to wrestle everyone in 
the federation anyway. Why 
shouldn’t he throw the first punch 
and intimidate potential opponents 
at the same time? This strategy 
may cause him a few bruises at 
first, but his no-fear attitude is what 
his enemies fear most. Austin’s 
“take-no-prisoners” approach has 
enabled him to ride an enormous. 
wave of momentum that could 
carry him all the way to Shawn 
Michaels’ WWF World title. And if 
we don’t believe he can accom- 
plish that goal, “Stone-Cold” has 


some sign language all of us can 
understand. 


HOLLYWOOD 
HOGAN 


Is it curtains for Hollywood? 
Don't count on it, Hogan is deter- 
mined to avenge his loss of the 
WCW World title by making Sting 
pay dearly. Right now,. he’s 
employing a time-tested NWO 
strategy: to constantly wear down 
a foe with a barrage of ambush 


attacks and spray-painting sprees. 
These tactics usually cause an 
enemy to admit defeat, join the 
NWO, or at least stay out of their 
way. 

That scheme won't work this 
time. The NWO is splitting at the 
seams and no one is willing to put 
their necks on the line for Hogan 
anymore. A general feeling within 
the NWO is that Hogan has had 
his chance against Sting.and now 
it's someone else’s turn to be in 
the spotlight. Scott Hall, Kevin 
Nash, and Curt Hennig have all 
expressed a desire to challenge 
Sting for the WCW World title. 
Hogan would be more effective if 
he left Eric Bischoff in the limo and 
trained on his own. Hollywood has 
dominated the action in most of his 
matches against Sting. If Hogan 
meets Sting one-on-one, without 
the support of his NWO cronies, he 
may find himself much more effec- 
tive—and reliable. 


Hollywood Hogan isn’t as 
active as he once was, but 
with the NWO doing most of 
his fighting for him, he 
‘ doesn’t need to be. Hogan 
4, showed he can still get up 
for the big match by taking 
Sting to the limit three times. 


LEX LUGER 


Sting may have been WCW’s 
inspirational leader for the past 18 
months, but Lex Luger was defi- 
nitely the field general. Luger 
answered longtime critics by 
valiantly fighting the NWO and 
snagging the World title for five 
days in August 1997. Meanwhile, 
the “torture rack” has re-emerged 
as one of the sport’s most effective 
finishing holds. He has used the 
hold to beat Scott Hall, Buff 
Bagwell, and Randy Savage in 
recent months. 

The true test now begins for 
Luger. Can he restrain his personal 
ambition while his best friend, Sting, 
has the WCW World title? Luger, 
once very opportunistic, has im- 
pressed everyone by his unwaver- 
ing allegiance to WCW. But let’s 
face it: Until now, the NWO has 
packed most of the gold. If Luger 
believes the pendulum will swing 


back into WCW’s direction, he may 
do the unthinkable to “rack” a third 
World title. 


BRET HART 


It’s gratifying to see Bret Hart 
has decided to make a fresh start 
in WCW. He has been willing to 
relinquish his hatred for Shawn 
Michaels, end his anti-American 
thetoric, and commit himself to 
repairing his reputation. His 
refusal to join the NWO and his 
support of Sting were instrumental 
in WCW’s recent victories. Hart's 
victory over longtime rival Ric Flair 
at Souled Out—and his praise of 
“Nature Boy” afterward—proved 


Bret Hart's career was reborn in 
WCW. Gone are the petty 
squabbles with Shawn Michaels 
and Vince McMahon. Gone is all 
the anti-American rhetoric. Hart 
won over many WCW fans by 
resisting offers to join the NWO. 


the “Hitman” never forgot how to 
be a sportsman. 

Hogan blamed Hart for his 
WCW World title loss, is calling for 
Bret’s head. The NWO, teeming 
with Hart-haters, is anxious to 
make good on Hogan’s demand. 
Scott Hall, Kevin Nash, Curt 
Hennig, Bryan Adams, and Rick 
Rude all have had problems with 
Hart in the past. To deal with 
these challenges, Hart must avoid 
being sucked into his old “lone 
cowboy” mentality. He shouldn’t 
be too proud to ask his relatives 
and friends for help. Davey Boy 
Smith, Jim Neidhart, Sting, Ric 
Flair, and Chris Benoit would lay 
their lives on the line for Hart. He 
should remember that. 


The torture rack has been a success- 
ful weapon for Lex Luger in his war 
"against the NWO. Here he “racks” 
"==" Buf Bagwell, But how eager is Luger 
to put his friend and WCW World 
champion Sting in the rack? 
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THE 
UNDERTAKER 


What will it take to get The 
Undertaker’s career out of the dol- 
drums? It’s difficult to believe that 
the high point of his career came 
just last year when he held the 
WWF World title for four months. 
Gone were the antique urn, the 
dusty hat, the dark cloak, and the 
pale countenance. He had finally 
freed himself of Paul Bearer and 


was becoming more human than 
ghoul. Shawn Michaels’ errant 
chair caused him to lose the 
championship to Bret Hart last 
August, but he prepared for anoth- 
er run at the title. 

The arrival of Kane brought 
*Taker’s plans to a halt. The 
Undertaker refused to wrestle his 
younger brother, even if it meant 
allowing his reign of terror to con- 
tinue. “The Man From The 
Darkside” seemed to gain Kane’s 
confidence, only to see it go up in 


smoke at the Royal Rumble. 
That's when Kane and Bearer 
used kerosene and matches to set 
his casket on fire—with The 
Undertaker inside! It seems as if 
Kane has ended The Undertaker’s 
title quest. What a shame. 
Considering the mental anguish 
caused by Kane’s betrayal, 
there’s no doubt ’Taker is correct 
in making family business a top 
priority. Let’s hope he can resolve 
this matter quickly—and stop the 


insanity. Oo 


Things haven't gone the undertaker’s We 
since Shawn Michaels cost him the titl 
against Bret Hart last August. Since then, 
‘Taker has been attacked by his Bistael 
Kane, and set on fire. 
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=State of the 
business 


When the business of 
wrestling began to slump 
badly in the early-’90s, 
there were many who 
predicted it would never 
rebound. Well, it has— 
and in a big 

way! If 

these cynics 

has studied 


the sport’s 


history, 
they’d have 


known better 


Gorgeous George was 
‘one of wrestling’s earliest 
Stars to capitalize’on the 
popularity of television. 
Through the years, pro- 
fessional wrestling has 
benefited from technolog- 
ical breakthroughs. 
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Airs ‘GRASP of wrestling 
Ne is crucial when 
assessing the current state 
of the industry and what lies 
ahead. Historically, pro wrestling is 
a cyclical business—and we are in 
the midst of one of its hottest 
cycles ever. 
These cycles do not occur ran- 


domly. Historically speaking, 
upswings in the wrestling business 
have been brought about by the 
advent of some sort of new tech- 
nology within the mass media. 
Wrestling has always positioned 
itself to grow with these technical 
innovations. 


Wrestling had its first up cycle 
with the invention of the television. 
By 1951, when television was 
growing out of its infancy stage, 
there were three live prime time 
wrestling shows aired every week 
on the major networks. Gorgeous 
George, Antonino Rocca, and 
Buddy Rogers were transformed 
from underground references to 
household names, just as Hulk 
Hogan, Randy Savage, and Roddy 
Piper made their way into public 
consciousness in the 1980s. 

A down cycle occurred a few 
years later, when television began 
to widen the scope of its pro- 
gramming. Wrestling survived, 
but lost some popularity, and 
eventually regressed into a 
regional business. It didn’t 
regain momentum until the 
early-1960s with the arrival of 
UHF TV. The sport remained 
strong in some parts of the 
country, but weak in others, 
depending on the quality of 
the local promotion. 

Wrestling’s biggest resur- 


Vince McMahon and the WWF 
enjoyed unparalleled strength 
in the wrestling industry for 
years. Now in the throes of a 
ratings war, McMahon has 


pulled out all the stops to " 


regain the number-one spot. 


gence camé.in the early-'80s, not 
coincidentally with the growth of 
cable technology. New stations 
like SuperStation WTBS, and the 
USA Network used pro wrestling to 
carve a niche in the industry, and, 
in the process, soon hoisted 
regional wrestling companies to 
national exposure, 

Now, with-pay-pef-view super- 
cards, more people can see more 
shows than ever before. The result 
is. more money for wrestlers and 
promoters. to spend on production 
and television exposure. 

But in wrestling, like all sports, 


unchecked popularity only benefits 
the team that can afford the 
biggest names and the brightest 
stars. Invariably, the organizations 
that don’t have the financial 
resources or the television expo- 
sure to contend with the stronger 
companies gets swallowed. In 
wrestling, the undisputed leader 
for more than a decade was the 
WWF. Many organizations were 
wiped out in the wake of Vince 
McMahon's growth, and even the 
WWF's closest rival, the Charlotte- 
based Jim Crockett Promotions, 
was nearly forced into bankruptcy 
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before selling to Turner 
Broadcasting System in 1988. 

Not surprisingly, the superpow- 
er war between the WWF and 
WCW has been waged on the 
same battleground that put 
Gorgeous George on the map 50 
years earlier: prime time TV. 

Not that long ago, the WWF 
was in full control of the wrestling 
scene. Vince McMahon had 
already scored with Monday Night 
Raw, airing live once a month 
along with three subsequent weeks 
of taped episodes. In September 
1995, WCW created Nitro on TNT 
and broadcast live every week. 
The WWF was stunned to find the 
ratings so competitive. And while 
there had always been a wrestling 
war between the folks up north 


WCW raised more than a 
few eyebrows when it had 
Monday Nitro go up oppo- 
site the established and 
highly successful Monday , 


(WWF) and down south 
(NWA/WCW), it had been one- 
sided for years. Suddenly, with 
WCW offering top talent bigger 
money for working fewer dates, 
big-name stars like Hogan, 
Savage, Piper, Kevin Nash, and 
Scott Hall left the WWF for WCW. 

For the first time in what 
seemed like an eternity, the WWF 
didn’t have the star power to match 
wcecw. 

With WCW now on top (and 
aiming to stay there) and the WWF 
trying to remain competitive, both 
companies are getting more des- 
perate to attract the casual fan. 


And both companies are doing 
whatever they feel is necessary to 
win the Monday night ratings war. 
Since more people are watching 
professional wrestling on Monday 
nights than at any time but the 
1980s, and both sides are eager to 
cash in on the boom. TBS has 
added a second show, Thunder, to 
its weekly lineup, and both groups 
have stepped up their pay-per-view 
output to one card per month. As a 
result, there is more money in 
wrestling now than ever before. 

As we know, money changes 
everything, and the influx of cash 
into the wrestling economy has had 


Night Raw. As of Match, 
however, WCW's Nielsen 
rating has outscored the 
WWF's in face-to-face com- » 
petition, 3.36 to 2.69. 


Randy Savage is just one of the many 
big names that left the WWF for WCW. 
Others include: Hollywood Hogan, 
Kevin Nash, Scott Hall, Curt Hennig, 
and Bret Hart. 
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an effect on wrestlers, promoters, 
and fans. 

For the fans, these Monday 
night wars have resulted in enter- 
taining television. The competition 
between the WWF and WCW has 
given wrestlers and promoters 
incentive to be more innovative in 
their matchmaking and to search 
more diligently for the next super- 
stars. 

As both federations scramble to 
stockpile as much new talent as 
possible, international stars from 
Mexico and Japan, who were once 
known only to the most hardcore 
fans, now appear regularly on tele- 
vision. Promoters are more willing 
to take risks, so wrestling fans are 
being introduced to a greater array 
of new talent—whether that talent 


is ready to step into the ring or not. 
Sometimes the gambles don’t pay 
off, but the fans who want to see 
the stars on TV every week still win 
big. 

On the flip side, not all fans care 
for a style of promoting that 
appeals to the greater masses. For 
those people, there is ECW and 
the various independent organiza- 
tions throughout the country. 
Although ECW’s venture into the 
pay-per-view forum is much small- 
er in scope, it is still a viable option. 

When wrestling comes out of its 
up cycle, as it invariably does, the 
first fans to fall away are always 
those who are more interested in 
the sport’s periphery than actual 
wrestling. At that time, the sport's 
loyalists will recognize 


which wrestlers have substance 
and which wrestlers are all hype. 
The true stars will bridge the gap— 
like Ric Flair, Bret Hart, Shawn 
Michaels, and Vader did in the 
early-’90s—between fad periods by 
providing excellent main event 
bouts. 

Regardless of what category of 
fan you fall into, there is no ques- 
tion that you have, in many ways, 
benefited from the no-holds-barred 
battle between the WWF and 
WCW. But what about the 
wrestlers? What does it mean for 
them? 

If you are a Hulk Hogan, Steve 
Austin, or Bret Hart, there has never 
been a better time to be a wrestler. 
There is plenty of money to be 
made and a lot of competition for 


The wars between Hogan and 

Sting have more people tuning in 

than ever before. Ticket and mer- 

chandising sales for WCW and 
> WWF have never been better. 


) ECW’s hardcore action provides 
an exciting alternative for 
wrestling fans who like blood and 
violence as much as power and 
skill. Barbed-wire matches, like 

| the one between Sabu and Terry 
Funk, are commonplace in ECW. 
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your services. Even if you haven't 
attained the stature of these super- 
Stars, both the WWF and WCW are 
willing to sign you up for years if 
you show some star potential. 

The forecast isn’t as bright, 
however, for wrestlers who are just 
breaking into the sport. There are 
fewer companies to work for and 
fewer jobs available than ever 
before. Some wrestlers are being 
placed in main event matches only 
to justify their excessive salaries. 
Whatever slots remain are being 
soaked up by a whole new breed 
of Mexican wrestlers, many of 
whom are willing to work for less 
money. These men have years of 
experience despite their youth, and 


regularly execute jaw-dropping 
aerial maneuvers. So, unless a 
wrestler has already established 
himself at the top of the game or 
has been able to catch someone’s 
eye, the state of the wrestling 
business for the athletes them- 
selves is bleak. 

Men like Rocky Maivia and Bill 
Goldberg are exceptions. They 
established themselves early on in 
the big time and became stars in 
rapid order. With the right look and 
some talent to work with, the pro- 
motion is willing to create the right 
atmosphere in which such men 
can develop. Of course, they can 
flop like Mark Henry, who was 
given a chance in the WWF 


Julio Sanchez (applying 
headiock) and Steve 
Corino are just two of the 
many wrestlers who travel 
the independent wrestling 
circuit hoping to be 
noticed by a promoter 
from the Big Two. 


because of his Olympic weightlift- 
ing background, not his wrestling 
ability. Aside from a few, most 
wrestlers, even if they are actually 
more talented or harder workers, 
are never afforded that kind of 
opportunity. 

The route that most pros take to 
the Big Two goes through the inde- 
pendent circuit, where prospects toil 
in anonymity unless someone from 
the WWF or WCW likes the way 
they look. It is a scouting procedure 
akin to that of professional baseball, 
with Class A, AA, and AAA leagues. 
Unfortunately, there is no AA and 
AAA leagues in professional 
wrestling, and the gap in talent 
between the professional and inde- 
pendent levels is huge. If you don’t 
impress the promoters in your first 
tryout, your name is likely to get lost 
in that morass of names collectively 
known as the “also-rans.” 

Some wrestlers have gotten 
lucky and rebounded by going to 


ECW, where they were able to 
develop a persona, hone their 
skills, and become accepted as a 
star by the passionate ECW fans. 
The list of wrestlers who have 
recaptured the attention of promot- 
ers in this manner is long, espe- 
cially in WCW: Chris Benoit, Rey 
Misterio Jr., Dean Malenko, Eddy 
Guerrero, Chris Jericho. These 
wrestlers, among others, were 
originally pegged by promoters as 
lacking something, be it color or 
size, but certainly not talent. 
Naturally, the reverse effect can 
occur, as it did with Public Enemy, 
who flopped in WCW after being 
removed from their element in 
ECW. Similarly, Rob Van Dam went 
to Japan to improve after failing to 
make his mark in WCW. Some peo- 
ple claim that WCW doesn’t give 
this caliber of wrestler the proper 
push. If that’s so, blame it on the 
“fad” fans of today, who are more 
interested in seeing media super- 
stars than great in-ring wrestlers. 


Because of his Olympic 
acclaim, Mark Henry was 
given an opportunity in the 
WWF that men who have 
toiled in the independent 
ranks for years might never 
receive. So far the former 
weightlifter has struggled in 
his new sport. 


But many of the names men- 
tioned above have proven that 
stardom can be reached in other 
major promotions besides the 
WWF and WCW. Benoit was a 
star in Japan and Mexico before 
stepping into ECW. The same 
goes for Guerrero and, to a lesser 
extent, Jericho. Malenko was 
always admired as a great wrestler 
in Japan, but got a bad rap in the 
United States for being small and 
lacking in flash. Ditto Rey Misterio 
Jr., who was the hottest young 
wrestler in Mexico for years. 

It would be naive, however, to 
believe that the same problems that 
beset the sport in America do not 
occur in foreign markets. It’s harder 
than ever to break into Japanese 
wrestling, due to fewer job open- 
ings. And only established stars can 
make a living in Mexico, thanks to 
the country’s terrible economy. 


Chris Jericho sharp- 
ened his skills in ECW 
before emerging as a 
big star in WCW. 
Developing new talent 
will be a sizable chal- 
lenge for the sport in 
the coming years. 


And as for the promoters, there 
is more pressure to produce than 
ever before. 

Fans are comparing every 
Monday night show, every pay- 
per-view, and scrutinizing each 
and every move by both organiza- 
tions. Neither group can rest on 
past successes because they 
know they will become instantly 
stale. The WWF pushes the cre- 
ative envelope every week, while 
WCW airs pay-per-view quality 
main events twice a week. 

Both organizations have creat- 
ed more money-making avenues 
than ever before. Wrestling used 
to be just a house show business. 
And in the early-’90s, it was not a 
profitable one. WWF and WCW 
were losing millions of dollars a 
year because fans weren’t coming 
to the arenas anymore. Taking 
advantage of the fad, ticket prices 
have been raised to new levels, 
with the average price for both 
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WWF and WCW shows being 
nearly $20. Yet more fans are 
attending, and sellouts, even on 
the first day tickets go on sale, are 
no longer unusual. There has 
been a huge turnaround since 
late-1995, and business has never 
been stronger. Not only are the 
house shows doing record busi- 
ness, but the PPV business is 
healthy, and merchandise is sell- 


After some lean years in the 
early- to mid-'90s, atten- 
dance figures are on the rise 
in arenas across the nation. 
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ing at record clips. 

In 1993, the WWF averaged 
3,540 fans per regular house show 
and WCW a pitiful 950. In 1997, 
those figures had increased to 
5,826 for WWF and 5,472 for 
WCW, and at much higher ticket 
prices. Even during the boon peri- 
od of the 80s, $3-per-head was 
considered great merchandise 
business. Now it isn’t rare for a 


show to do $10 per head in mer- 
chandise. On some nights, compa- 
nies are taking in almost as much 
money in merchandise sales as 
they are in ticket sales. Nitro and 
Raw events often sell out weeks 
ahead of time. And right now, they 
are often the highest-rated shows 
of the week on their respective net- 
works. Who knows what financial 
possibilities the Internet will bring 
as it matures? 

What's really important now, 
especially for the future of the 
industry, is getting the younger 
wrestlers ready to step into main 
event status when the fad is over 
and the demanding hardcore fans 
comprise the bulk of the audi- 
ence. If history is any indicator, 
the promoters aren’t making 
plans for that. They know that 
sport will survive that period and 
explode again when a new tech- 
nology comes along. ira 


With the influx of international talent, the 
increased excitement of the lighter 
weight classes, and even a mainstream 
Superstar like Dennis Rodman thrown 
into the mix from time to time, wrestling 
has, in many ways, surpassed the 
heights it reached in the 1980s. 
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THIS IS GOING TO BE ONE SPECIAL MONTH! 


Get ready for the hottest monthin the li jwrestiing publishing. In May, the editors of Pro 
Wrestling Illustrated ar¢ (publishing not‘one, not two, but. three special collector's issues! 


 onfaie May 5% 
PRO WRESTLING ILLUSTRATED BRESENTS: RIE STATE OF THE GAME. What's the current 
state of the WWF, WCW, and ECW? How about the independent promotions and the international scene? What's 
the state of the business, of wrestling holds, of rules, of wrestling fans, and the sport's future? We break the sport 
down in every conceivable category and present our expert analyses as to where the sport is at and where it's 
going. 100 pages (including 32 color pinups) 


On Sale May 19 ... 


THE WRESTLER PRESENTS: THE REAL LIFE STORY. You know all about the professional careers 
of Shane Douglas, Rey Misterio Jr., “Diamond” Dallas Page, Larry Zbyszko, Chyna, Jerry Lawler, and Sunny. But 
did you ever wonder about their childhoods? Their relationships with their parents? How they made their decision 
to seek pro wrestling as a career? We interviewed each of these stars at length to bring you some of the most fas- 
cinating life stories you'll ever read. And get this: Each has also provided us with incredible photos of their lives 


before wrestling! 88 pages 
On Salle May 26 ... 


INSIDE WRESTLING EXTRA: FANTASTIC FINISHERS. wrestling holds and maneuvers aren’t what 
they were 20 years ago, or even 10 years ago. Today, they are so intricate, so quickly executed that the victim has 
often been defeated before he even knew what hit him. We’ve commissioned a wrestler with a vast knowledge of 
many of these maneuvers to analyze their execution, lists their best practitioners, and even trace their origins 
through wrestling history. It’s fascinating reading for fans those of us who watch ... but can’t believe our eyes! 
100 pages (including 32 color pinups) ; 


You can find these collector's issues at most newsstands, or you can ensure 
delivery to your door by taking advantage of the following special offer: 


re rer ear anreena 


I C]Please send me PRO WRESTLING ILLUSTRATED PRE- Please send check or money order only to: ! 
SENTS: THE STATE OF THE GAME. | am enclosing $7 per oar) ' 
copy (postage and handling included) as payment in full. London Publishing Co. 1 

P.O. Box 910 ' 
[Please send me THE WRESTLER PRESENTS: THE Ft. Washington, PA 19034 X 
REAL LIFE STORY. | am enclosing $7 per copy (postage 
and handling included) as payment in full. Print your name and address clearly 
(Please send me INSIDE WRESTLING EXTRA: FAN- NAME 


TASTIC FINISHERS. | am enclosing $7 per copy (postage 
and handling included) as payment in full. 


TWO WAYS TO SAVE!! 


[7 Please send me the two issues I've checked above. | am 
enclosing $12.50 (postage and handling included) as pay- 
ment in full. 


ADDRESS 


CITY STATE ZIP 


For all orders outside the U.S. and Canada, you must add $1 for 
F. every copy to be delivered by surface mail or $2 for every copy to 
1 “1Please send me all three issues. | am enclosing $16 be delivered by airmail. Intemational money orders in U.S. funds 
1 (postage and handling included) as payment in full. only. Please allow 6-8 weeks for delivery. 


Lee eee ee ee eee eee 


Lee eee ee ee ee ee ee ee ee ee eee ee ee eee 


=stae of the 


They are the most powerful 
force in wrestling. Are they 
members of the WCW 
Executive Committee? Are 
they suits-and-ties at Titan 
Sports? No, they are the 
people who buy tickets, 

call hotlines, and watch 
pay-per-views. They are 

the fans 


44 EAAHHH! WHOOO!” 
Y inese are the screams 
heard from a capacity 

crowd, mostly comprised of overex- 
cited males wearing black T-shirts, 
as Raw Is War rumbles into living- 
rooms around the world. Amid 
heavy metal drones, the roving elec- 
tronic eye pans the sea of bulging 
eyes, open mouths, and waving 


fan 


signs. Right away, casual viewers 
know this isn’t the U.S. Open. They 
have stumbled upon the weekly pep 
rally known as Monday night 
wrestling. 

All this seems far removed from 
wrestling in its basic form, which is a 
contest between two combatants 
who can win only by pin or submis- 
sion. But wrestling has transcended 


Hey, Yo! Survey says these fans are 


NWO for life. Fan support for NWO 
has risen steadily since the gang 
came to power in 1996. Scott Hall's 
survey is just one more way to 


One wrestler who 


increase fan participation. 


doesn't 


appreciate fan participation is 
WWF I-C champion Rocky 
Maivia. Fans know that booing 
and derisive comments unnerve 
“The Rock” very easily. 


the realm of sport. It can be a way 
of life for those who take it seriously 
enough. 

Today's fans are lucky to be liv- 
ing in the 1990s. Fifteen years ago, 
fans rubbed their hands in anticipa- 
tion just to watch Playboy Buddy 
Rose wrestle Charlie Fulton in a 
televised main event ... if they could 
keep their eyes open until 2 a.m. 
Thanks to cable-TV and the WCW- 
WWF Monday night ratings war, a 
perennial loser like Fulton wouldn't 
even make the night's lineup today. 

A diehard fan’s life can now 
revolve around wrestling. On 
Monday nights, he or she can watch 
two hours of Raw Is War, walk the 
dog, and take a shower, then catch 


Monday Nitro from 1 a.m. to 4 a.m. 
That allows for two full hours of sleep 
before the alarm clock goes off. 
Tuesday and Wednesday evenings 
can be spent watching wrestling 
videos. Thunder on Thursday pro- 
vides just enough fare until the syndi- 
cated shows on Friday night. Six 
hours of cable programs during the 
weekend is the perfect prelude to a 
three-hour pay-per-view on Sunday. 
Any gap in this schedule is usually 
devoted to reading wrestling maga- 
zines or surfing the Net to get inside 
scoops and perspectives that aren't 
available on television. 

What's the attraction? Wrestling 
offers a level of fan participation 
that can be found nowhere else. 

Where else but on 

a wrestling card 

can so many peo- 

ple express them- 

selves within one 

swipe of the cam- 
fy era? 

Signs, of 
course, are the 
most direct form 


of expression. Whether they are 
designed with an artistic flair, or are 
written in crayon scrawis, signs 
often relay poignant comments: 
“Raw |Is Recorded,” “Where’s Bret, 
Vince?” and “Happy Father's Day, 
Dusty,” are just a few examples. 
Others that border on the mystical: 
“Jackyl: Lead Me To Nirvana” and 
“Sting Is A Fairy Princess” seem to 
have hidden meanings. Many signs 
are designed solely for shock value: 
“Shane is a @#$%!!!!,” “Larry 
Zbyszko Is My Daddy,” and “Vince 
Wears A Toupee” do not provide 
much insight. 

The easiest way to attract the 
camera is to impersonate your 
favorite personality. That man wear- 
‘ing a pink bathrobe and a blond wig 
probably isn’t Ric Flair. It could be 
the guy who pumps your gas. And 
the woman with balloons in her 
leather bra may not be Sable. It 
might be that flirt who works at 
Safeway. 

Some fans suggest this circus 
atmosphere takes attention away 
from the real product: competition. 


The easiest way to get spotted by | 
the camera is to dress up like your 
favorite wrestler. It works every 
time. Just ask Sting (left) or The 


Blue Meanie (below). 


i 


These people, like many baseball 
fans, claim that any attempts made 
exclusively to lure fans dilute the 
sport's purity. There are, however, 
many who disagree. “Wrestling 
must be a two-way street,” said 
WCW ring announcer David 
Penzer. “Wrestlers without fans 
would just be guys who like fighting 
in their backyards. If there’s any 
way to enhance the fans’ enjoyment 
of wrestling, it should be done. If 
that means more lights, more 
music, and more interview time for 
wrestlers, then so be it. As long as a 
ring sits in the middle of the arena, | 


You gotta be hardcore to get a tattoo | 
of your favorite wrestling promotion. 
Wrestlers like Taz and Bam Bam 
Bigelow appreciate that kind of loyal- 
ty. ECW fans are the most boisterous 
and extreme in the sport. 
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don’t think it’s possible to please 
fans too much.” 

Yet all this raises one question: 
Will fans ever expect too much? 
The demand for faster action, riski- 
er moves, and more outlandish per- 
sonalities has had a profound effect 
on the sport. If you don’t believe it, 
just check out a wrestling video 
from 15 years ago. Most competi- 
tors employed a catch-as-catch-can 


style, trading wristlocks and take- 
downs. It wasn’t odd for a wrestler 
like Jack Brisco to keep a headlock 
on an opponent for 10 minutes. 
Today, chants of “bor-ing, bor-ing” 
would drive him from the arena. 
Fans of yesteryear were quite 
different. They didn’t expect less 
from athletes; they simply had 
more patience. Back then, fans fol- 
lowed every move intently, cheer- 


There is such a thing as overexposure. This fan 
has apparently watched so much wrestling that 
he can’t keep his federations straight. Sorry, | 
folks, “The Heartbreak Kid” is not NWO. 7 


Waving signs is another 
sure way to attract the 
cameras. Some signs are 
funny, some are true, and ) 
Some make no sense at |, 
all. This fan uses a sign to 
show his appreciation to 
the late Brian Pillman. 


ing when their favorite gained the 
advantage and booing when a 
rulebreaker pulled a dirty trick. 
Since few arena events were tele- 
vised, people often drove from 
miles away to watch wrestling as 
spectators. In this television age, 
attending a live Nitro or Raw gives 
them a chance to grab the spotlight 
themselves. Besides, a noticeable 
lull in the crowd is seen as “broad- 


M 


: Ana 


cast death” by wrestling producers. 

Is this bad? Probably not. The 
objective of any spectator event is 
to hold the attention of as many 
people for as long as possible. As 
long as wrestling evolves to accom- 
plish this goal, the public will contin- 
ue to turn out in record numbers. A 
broad appeal ensures that wrestling 
will stay robust and healthy. That's 
good news for all of us. fl 


It seems there are more 
fans with signs these - 
days than there were 
total fans five years ago. 


Some signs are clever, some 
are downright insulting, and 
some are so obscure, you can 
miss half a match trying to 


figure them out. 


Did you ever wonder how YOU 
could get into Pro Wrestling? 


Maybe as a valet, manager or even a wrestler? 
Or in one of MANY non-wrestling positions? 


OR DO YOU WANT TO FIND OUT 
“MORE” ABOUT WRESTLING? 


Now YOU can find out what you need to know 
to enter the exciting world of Pro Wrestling! This 
very insightful new 1998 Edition is written by two 
active professionals in the wrestling business who 
have worked for every major wrestling association 
including WCW and the WWF You are advised 
what to do, where to write, how to act, what to say, 
how to get various jobs, what your chances are ~ 
and how to better those odds! Explains many “in- 
side” things you never knew, but need to know! 
Details over 50 diferent jobs possible in pro wrestling! 
+ Lists addresses of U.S, promotions and best wrestling 
schools « Tels you where to order boots, 


nUS.andUK. + 
Updated chapter about the NWO! 
1998 Inside Secrets on How 
YOU Can Enter The Exciting 
World of Pro Wrestling! 
Price of 1998 Edition is only $15, incl. postage! 
‘Add $5 s/h outside U.S, - Send Visa, MasterCard, 
Money Order or cash for quickest shipment! 
PRO WRESTLING CAREER BOOK 
2480-4 Briarcliff Ad, Ste, 256 Atlanta, GA 30320 
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MOVING?! 


indly give us 8 weeks advance notice | 
Yate you moving? If so, please give us , 
8 weeks advance notice so we can 4 
j continue to service your subscription § 
1 promptly. Check the magazine(s) list- 1 
ed below you subscribe to: 
PRO WRESTLING ILLUSTRATED 
THE WRESTLER 
INSIDE WRESTLING 


WRESTLING SUPERSTARS/ 
WRESTLE AMERICA 


] THE WRESTLING ANALYST 


NAME 

OLDADDRESS 

Cie 

i ee aly 
NEW ADDRESS 

ciTy 


STATE Zip 


EFFECTIVE DATE 
CLIP THIS FORM AND SEND TO: 
LONDON PUBLISHING CO. 

DEPT 9, P.O. BOX 2029 

MARION, OH 43302 4687102-98/20 
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= Stale of the 
Will “Diamond” Dallas 

Page put away the cigars 

and start wearing 

women’s clothes? Will : 

Rick Morton finally 


become the sport’s real 


“boy toy” by beating 
Shawn Michaels? 
Anything can happen in 
the unpredictable world 
of wrestling 


HEN HULK HOGAN was 
VV sir the wave of 
Hulkamania, who would 


have guessed he would go to 
WCW, win the World title, and 
become the most hated man in the 
sport? A few years ago, no one 
would have imagined that 
“Stunning” Steve Austin would 
shave his head, have enough guts 
to get in Mike Tyson's face, and, in 
doing so, become a “Stone-Cold” 
sensation. 

Did any crystal ball predict either 
development? Were there any 
signs these events would occur— 
and change wrestling forever? 


Hollywood Hogan is living 
proof that there are no safe 
bets in the world of profession- 

al wrestling. Now a self-serving Fe 
gang leader. Hogan has 
become the exact opposite of 
what he was 10 years ago. 
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Of course not. That's why for- 
tune tellers spend their lives work- 
ing at carnivals. But, by examining 
the sport’s current trends, some 
educated guesses can be made 
about its future. 

First, fans should expect more 
injuries. Moves are getting riskier 
and the stakes are getting higher. 
There is always an inclination to 
push the limits even further by 
adding more snap to a huracanrana 
or going even higher with a suicide 
dive outside the ring. An increasing 
number of athletes will find out their 


Where were they ’ 


limitations the hard way. 

An escalation of ring violence is 
also inevitable. Just this year, WWF 
fans watched in horror as Kane and 
Paul Bearer poured kerosene on a 
casket, then set it on fire because 
they thought The Undertaker was 
inside. That's arson and attempted 
murder on one pay-per-view! In 
WCW, Kevin Nash tried to break 
The Giant’s neck with a power 
bomb—just to prove he was the 
“true giant” of wrestling. 

It's only a matter of time before 
someone goes too far. A tragedy in 


the ring, or an X-rated spectacle, 
could set wrestling back for 
decades. Right now, promoters and 
television executives must be won- 
dering when the WWF's “bad atti- 
tude” and bad taste will finally 
cause irreparable damage. 

“Sometimes, | break a sweat just 
thinking about it,” said one WWF 
insider. “We’ve already seen 
Shawn Michaels moon the cameras 
and Goldust wear a big diaper as 
‘Baby New Year.’ Heck, the return 
of ‘The American Dream’ should 
have been enough to shut down 
the entire company! I’m just waiting 
for Sable’s blouse to explode from 
the pressure one of these weeks! | 
can’t wait to see the look on 
McMahon's face when that hap- 
pens!” 

The WWF's new direction will 
probably cause the three top feder- 
ations to go in dramatically different 
directions. J.J. Dillon and the WCW 
Executive Committee have pledged 
to crack down on inappropriate 
behavior through heavy fines. 
Vince McMahon is still committed 


Steve Austin was always rugged, 
but hardly the type you would 
expect to confront Mike Tyson. 

_ Through situations beyond his © 
control, Austin has evolved into 
someone who personifies the “no | 


five years ago? 
» Scott Hall and Kevin 
Nash were compet- 
ing in the WWF 
while Dusty Rhodes 
was sitting behind a 
microphone next to 
Tony Schiavone. 


fear” attitude. 
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to making the WWF an MTViJerry 
Springer-type product. ECW, 
instead of sharing the hardcore 
market with the WWF, may re- 
define the meaning of hardcore. 
While there is an unprecedent- 
ed amount of rudeness and lewd- 
ness in wrestling today, other 
trends in the sport are rather cycli- 
cal. Amid the pyrotechnics and 
loud music, there is a real move- 
ment underway for wrestling to go 
back to basics. How else does one 
explain the popularity of black- 
trunked and black-booted stars like 
Steve Austin and Bill Goldberg? 
Why else would WCW and the 
WWF be fighting for the legacy of 
the NWA? Mike Tenay can be 
espousing the greatness of Harley 
Race, Jack Brisco, and Lou Thesz 
on TNT while, over on USA, Jim 
Ross is reading an almanac listing 


With the WWF adopting a 
“hardcore” image, what direc- 
tion will ECW stars like Tracey 
Smothers and Lance Storm 
take? The WWF's new direction 
will have a definite impact on 
ECW and WCW. 
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of past NWA champions and talk- 
ing about the glory days of The 
Rock ’n’ Roll Express and The 
Midnight Express. 

“Most of today’s fans have 
grown up with wrestling all their 
lives,” said ECW broadcaster Joey 
Styles. “Wrestling’s so-called ‘gold- 
en era’ of the 1980s was more of a 
fad than what we'll experience in 
coming years. Back then, wrestling 
was mentioned in the same breath 
as the Cabbage Patch Kids and 
Atari games. Since the roots of 
today’s audience go much deeper, 
they will appreciate the beauty of 


Bill Goldberg represents a trend 
toward no-nonsense wrestlers who 
rely on simple, bone-crushing moves 
to annihilate their opponents. A few 
terest swung in favor of 
igh-flying Luchadores. 


hand-to-hand combat. | think more 
wrestlers will concentrate on sub- 
stance instead of flash.” 

Today’s hottest stars and up- 
and-comers reflect this phenome- 
non. Steve Austin, Bill Goldberg, 
Perry Saturn, Ken Shamrock, and 
Steve Blackman all personify the 
wrestler of the future: physically fit, 
technically well-rounded, and ruth- 
lessly aggressive. Successful com- 
petitors will be those who can fuse 
together a variety of styles. 
Classifications such as “scientific 
wrestlers” and “rulebreakers” have 
already become archaic in the 
1990s. In the future, it will become 
more difficult to categorize com- 


petitors as “mat grapplers,” “high- 
fliers,” or “brawlers.” The wrestler 
of tomorrow will need to do it all. 
That’s one reason why WCW 
TV champion Booker T was able to 
leave the tag ranks and become a 
successful singles star. “Everybody 
acts like it’s some big surprise to 
see me kickin’ butt without Stevie 
Ray to back me up,” he said. “But 
I’ve been workin’ my tail off to 
become a complete wrestler so | 
can beat anyone | face in the ring. 
lf | wrestle a guy bigger than me, 
Pil go to the air and kick him in 


the head. If I’m against somebody 
who's faster than me, I'll keep him 
tied up like a pretzel on the mat. If 
I'm wrestling some amateur-style 
dude like Dean Malenko, I'll out- 
muscle him. Being good at just one 
style won't cut it much longer.” 
This kind of commitment is the 


best reason why fans should be opti- 
mistic about the future. Shawn 
Michaels can play strip poker, Steve 
Austin can use “sign language,” and 
Disco Inferno can do The Hustle 
whenever he wants. Their ability to 
perform in the squared circle is what 
really makes them shine. Oo 


Ken Shamrock is known as 
“The Most Dangerous Man 
On The Planet,” but by the * 
year 2000, he might dye his 
hair blond and call himself 
~ “Sexy Kenny S.” Given the 
» J} ever-changing complexion 
) of professional wrestling, 
© anything is possible! 


Booker T is a prototype of the wrestler of the 
future: large, agile men who can jump, brawl, 


must strive for all-around development, as 
one-dimensional grapplers face extincti 
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Orders/Questions Call - (401) 946-5720 
FAK (24 Hours) - (401) 946-8492 
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Address: FIGURES Inc. 
P.O. Box 19482, Johnston, RI 02919 
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WORLD WRESTLING 
FEDERATION 
Hei.) waspro 4 Ica action Ficures J! \\ 
“(all mintn package)" WWF HASBRO 4° WRESTLING ACTION FIGURES 

All Figures in This Section ate $15.00 each. 


Bret Han Tatanka #1 Brus Baeake #1 
By Boss Man #1 Big Boss Man #2. Dragon Steamboat 
Berzerkor Hacksaw Duggan #1 The Mountie 
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of the most popular WWF Superstars. Each figure has a "Bone Crunching 
‘Sound’ when posed. These action figures are 6" tal. ALL JAKKS FIGURES 
‘ARE $15100 EACH OR (ANY 6 FOR $75.00) Choose from: 


‘st Series 
Unerater#1_ + Shawn Mchaa’s #1 Be Pans) a 
<. 
Fish Fink + fer Shawosk + Sao Vn 
Stomp Series 


Bi Hat 2 (BexShnPnk Pats) + Gost 
2nd Series 

ale Warr + Var» Oren Hat» Undenatr #2 

Bret Hart 2 Red Shick Paris) + Shaw cao (Red Out) 

Aired Shtso: + Unietaker + Bian Pinan + Gusti + Ken Shanook + Aus 
Signature Sories 
Rani2 + nals + Gost 2 « 
ani #2» ter Hert Hons #2 


td Series 
BetHet sd © Sunn Mitaas 9 + So + Brin Buoy 
Armed Jeon + Mask 

4th Secs 

dey The Kg Lave: + “Soe Colt Steve stn + Faaang 
‘isin + Hawk Bradshen = Vode #2» Harter Hat Hencey 
Sth Series 

‘Ste Cod Ste Aur «Sita Sd + Roky Miva 


Sere Ain 31880 


PAYMENT TERMS: 

CHECKS, MONEY ORDERS, ALL MAJOR CREDIT CARDS, CASH, 
MAKE CHECKS PAYABLE TO FIGURES, INC. 

NO ORDER FORM NEEDED, JUST WRITE DOWN ORDER ON A 
PIECE OF PAPER AND SEND ALONG WITH PAYMENT 

30 DAY RETURN MONEY BACK GUARANTEE 


oR 


WRESTLEMANIA. 
ACTION RING 


WITH 6 MINI 
FIGURES 


RINGSIDE COLLECTION 


MTS, #5 eet ‘Comes With: Shawn, Bret, 
5th Series Tag Team 2 Packs Uataler Dwen 5, Vater. 
$20.00 per set or $75.00 set of 4 $25.00 SET 

LEGION OF DOOM = HEADBANGERS- 
NEW BLACK JACKS THE GODWINS 
RAZOR RAMON & DIESEL 2 


FIGURE PACK 

This was a Limited Edition 2 Figure Pack that was lim- 

ie to enly 10,00 sets. This rere 2 Pack saw ied 

Gistribution. The Razor Ramon has a yellow outfit and 
the Diesel has Big Day Coa writen ons shirt. 

Special Price fora Limite Time — Only 

$30.00 set of 2 


SUNNY $10.00 VINE MCMAHON -$10.00 
SABLE -$1500 REFEREE -$15.00 


Official Ringside 
Microphone 
$15.00 each 


PHONE NUMBERS: 
DERS/QUESTIONS PLEASE CALL 
1-401-946-5720 
FAX ORDERS (24 HOURS) 
1-401-946-8492 


ALL ITEMS ARE IN STOCK 


‘SHIPPING IS $5.00 PER ORDER, 
ORDERS SHIPPED SAME DAY RECEIVED 


INTERNATIONAL ORDERS WELCOMED 


OFFICIAL 
jj WWF WRESTLING 
MONSTER RING 

BY JAKKS 


(1986) Mint Box made to ft 6° 
‘Acton Furs ~ $90.00 a, 


TH 


FULL SIZE 60 PAGE SCI-FI AND 
SUPERHERO ACTION FIGURE CATALOG. 
‘SEND $2.00 FOR A COPY 


All Distinctive Character Names and Likenesses Are Trademarks Of Their 


Copyright Owner: 


Orders/Questions Call - (401) 946-5720 
FAX (24 Hours) - (401) 946-8492 


HOURS 
(EST) 


Monday-Friday - 9 a.m.-8 pan. EST 
Saturday - 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. 
Closed Sunday 


Address: FIGURES Inc. 
P.O. Box 19482, Johnston, RI 02919 


VIEW OUR CATALOG ON THE INTERNET 


- hitp:/www.ewtech.com/figures & http:/www.figuresinc.com E-Mail: Figinc@aol.com 


WWF FULL HE..D MASKS 


by Cesar Inc. (1997) 


FULL HEAD MASKS ARE SOFT VINYL AND FIT COMPLETELY 
OVER THE HEAD. 


Bret “Hitman” Haft ......-0 $35.00 each 
Shawn Nichaels . $35,00 each 
Sycho Kid... $25,00 each 
Goldust +e 935.00 each 
Undertaker 135,00 each 
Mankind $35.00 each 


2ae 
2QAQ 


Kids T-shirts 45.0068. Adult shi 
Sizes Avaliable 3 

Kids Medum ids XLa1go Adult Medium 

ids Large Adult Large 


Undertaker #1 Undertaker #2 


Shawn Michels 2 Bret Hart #1.——-Bret Hart # 


WWE CHAMPIONSHIP BELT 


This is a championship belt that has gold ridid plastic 
with soft belt strap (1907) 
$19.00 each One Size Fits All 


WRESTLEMANIA CHAMPIONSHIP 
by LUN Toys (1987) WRESTLING BELTS 


‘Aen epleao th Gil WWE Charlo 
‘ship VF Malin, Adjsate upto 31 

Each bo its al omer champions bur 1967 
nein: Buddy Reger, Bruno Samar, Si 
posta By Groh, on Shek, Bab Boos 
Iwan Kol, Pdte Morales. en Hulk Hogan, 


be 
Wrestlemania Championship 
Blt. $20.00 


WWF TUG OF WAR MANIA GAME 
WWF SUPERSTARS and Vilians square of in this no holds-barred 
version of the popular beach game, The fast and furious battery pow- 
ered action emphasises skill over strength, Games comes complete 
with 20 inch long game set and 8 wrestling characters. $22.00 each 


Mare Mora #1 Owen Hart #1 


Legion of Doom 4 (Adult only) Head Bangers 


Legion af Door 


Headbangers 


20,00 ea. 

‘Avalable 

n Adil XLarge 
Adult XX-Large 


2 


#1 (Adit Only) 


Stove Austin 


ALSO AVAILABLE AUSTIN 3:16 


WWE T-Shirts by Trinity Co. 


‘MiTeshits made from 100% colton. Al'shirtscome'in adult and Rid sizes, 


aaa 


Undortaker #3 Shawn Michaels #1 


aaa 


Psycho Sid #1 


Biitoh Bulldog #1. Golds & Malena et 
Har Meo (Adu ony) Gols & Malena (Ad Ony) 


if 


WWF LIFESIZE 


STAND-UPS 


by Advanced Graphics (1996) 
Lifesize Standups are full color 
. and actual size 
Choose from: 
Shawn Michaels 
Bret Hart 
Note: These are only aalabl to our United States cuslomers. We can not 
send these overseas to other countries due to size ofthese, For U.S, custom- 
8, must gio street address (70 PO. boxes) 


Standups are} 
‘The Undertaker $30.00 each, 
Diesel 


WWF TRADING CARDS 


f Topps {867} eac peck eatans 3 peuocaas 


$200 par pack o 10 packs or $10.00 
‘Special Deal Ful factory box of 98 packs for only $20.00 


by Euro Flash, 
(nade Hay991) Each pack conains 6 ful oot sickers (made fo th 
European market). $100 por pack or 15 packs or $10.00, 


by Merlin (Rare) 
(Only sit nay) Each pack cols 8 cards, The fois lo Engh and 
the back in fala (are colectors carts) 

$1.00 par pack or 12 pc for $10.00 
Special Deal 10 packs for $50.00 


(145 card sel) Conaring many WWF Suporstrs tke And, Huh, Ut 
War et $10.00 compli set 


lor 
‘ho above 145 card sot, Tis is Ike a basoball card bindar hat con: 
tals enough plastic sheet card protecors so you can pu nth ent 
145 card sot nly $5.00 eae 


WWF WRESTLING TRIVIA 
GAMES 800 QUESTIONS 
BY CARDINAL (1997) 

Test yout knawedgo fo the mat with 
this facinating trivia game about WWF 
Wresting, Conta 800 Questions 


h 


WWF Action Packed TradingCards Premiere Serles 1 
Each pack contains 6 different fully embosed trading cards, These 
are the best type of trading cards made, They look 3-0, 

Packs randomly contain: Colossal Crushers Subset cards, 24K Gold 
Leaf cards, Randomly inserted autographed cards of the Under- 
taker and Macho Man Randy Savage. 
PRICES: 


$3.00 per pack 5 packs for $10.00 
10 packs for $15.00 
Complete set of all 42 cards 
for $20.00 
Complete box of 24 packs 
for $24.00/set 


covering both okt and new WWF 
Superstars trom the 1970's and 1990's 
$25.00 each 


WWF DELUXE (12x18) POSTER BOOKS 


ty 


Zag otn 2A 2 Nay Bs, 2B, 
Huh Hog, Sa. Saale, oo Sl, Bets Bu 
og Ura r,s Opn i Bas lan, ante Unae 
You get both poserbooks for only $10.00 


ret WEF Cor Poses (ech 


Seema) WF BURGER KING WRESTLEMANIA 
1997 PROMO PLASTIC CUP 
AE Wess 13 Bul eC Cala CT ge 
lsc up ma see by Bug oC 
eta rl aor let Ths stows Walesa 13 
satus etcetera, Sm Means Poa Sa Abed 
bt on or eps a. Te ob race, 
'$5,00 each or (3 for $10.00) 
z 


a ‘WWF HALLOWEEN COSTUMES: 


Leaping Lanny- 
Wrestling with Rhyme 
by Lanny Poffo 
‘THIS 172 PAGE BOOK IS DEDICATED TO THE WWE 
WRESTLER, ANNOUNCERS, ARENA, CHARITIES, ETC 
“FIGURES INC. EXCLUSIVE” 
(With Lanny and Randy Savage's Autograph) 

‘Ov a liitedeattion copy of his book personally 
aulograpied by Lanny Ptfa and his brother "Randy 
‘Macho Man Savage" exclusive for Figures ne. customers 
ONLY $10.00 EACH! 


PAYMENT TERMS: 

CHECKS, MONEY ORDERS, ALL MAJOR CREDIT CARDS, CASH. 
MAKE CHECKS PAYABLE TO FIGURES, INC, 

NO ORDER FORM NEEDED, JUST WRITE DOWN ORDER ON A 
PIECE OF PAPER AND SEND ALONG WITH PAYMENT 

90 DAY RETURN MONEY BACK GUARANTEE 


JORDERS/QUESTIONS PLEASE CALL 


FAX ORDERS (24 HOURS) TO: 


jai fig ® 


Se 


SET OF 6 DIFFERENT WWVF COLLECTORS 
PINS (192) SET INCLUDES: 
Hulk Hogan Utinate Warr, Lod, lg Boss 
an, Rey Piper and Bustwackors 
$10.00 set of & 


by Rus Cotes (1985) Cras Costes 
Undertaker jumpeut mask 
‘a-m Stal (48) ~ $2000 6: Mis (8:0) - $2000 
Lage (1214-20000 
‘ret itn” Hat = amps mask 


WWF STUFFED PILLOWS 
BY ACE NOVELTY CO. (1981) 

WWE set of 4 different & inch stuffed pillows 
These ara a.rare warehouse find. Each Pillow has a 
{ull color picture of WWF Superstar 
Sot includes: 

1) HULK HOGAN 2) JAKE THE SNAKE 
9)BIGBOSS MAN 4) ULTIMATE WARRIOR 


PHONE NUMBERS: 
4-401-946-5720 


4-401-946-8492 


WARRIOR COMIC BOOK 


May 19965 by Uta Cratos 
This the ist comie book of he 


‘Una We 
os065 14 a 


Hot 


$5.00 perissue 


‘Warr Winter Wonderland 


Special comic book. 


‘SHIPPING IS $5.00 PER ORDER 
ORDERS SHIPPED SAME DAY RECEIVED 
ALL ITEMS ARE IN STOCK 
INTERNATIONAL ORDERS WELCOMED 


Dewouion ankna | 
GLASS ez) 

Fu clr pet 

Gongs wre tease mane 

penaaice corporal Han Sram Motul sa Ute 


ena et 
el er eel i 
Serie, 
GB Si sxoifztoctrns ake 
FULL SIZE 60 PAGE SCI-FI AND 
SUbeaieno ASTON SURE caraLog 


COLLECT SUPERSTARS 
PeNSET 


$80 (alr sen) | 2, Cena it 


All Distinctive Character Names and Likenesses Are Trademarks Of Their 


Copyright Ownel 


Shows like APW’s Gym Wars, 
ECWA’s Super 8, ICW’s Strangle- 
mania, and the NWA’s Eddie Gilbert 
Memorial can be seen by fans all 
over the United States. 

Said one WWF talent scout: “You 
would be amazed at the amount of 
tapes we receive each week from 
independent wrestlers who want to 
be in our company. It’s absolutely 
mind-boggling.” 

But is there a payoff for the inde- 
pendent hopeful? 

“Well,” said the scout, “from the 
thousands we receive each month, 
we may invite one or two to a show 
for a tryout when we come to their 
area, but that’s not even the case 
most of the time.” 

But there is hope, and perhaps 
even more now than there was just 
a few years ago. 

*WCW has been in a constant 
growth mode, particularly since it 
started producing Thunder. WCW 


(Continued from page 22) 


has brought in several ECW 
wrestlers to fill its talent needs, 
which opened up some roster 
space in ECW for some indepen- 
dent wrestlers. 

*Buoyed by the TV exposure 
provided by Jim Cornette and the 
WWF, the NWA has successfully 
united several independents inter- 
nationally, including Music City 
Wrestling, |WA W*I*N*G, PWX, 
NWA 2000, NWA Florida, and 
NWA New Jersey. While the NWA 
will never mean to the sport what it 
did before WCW came on the 
scene, it could become a fourth 
player behind the Big Two and 
ECW over the course of the com- 
ing year. 

eWith the surge in popularity of 
the light heavy- 
weight division, 
undersized wres- 
tlers who would 
have had no hope 


of advancing now have an incentive 
to work even harder for a possible 
big-time opportunity. 

Over the past few years, the likes 
of Snow, D-Lo Brown, Hugh Morris, 
Tom Brandi, and The Headbangers 
have risen from independent obscu- 
rity to national exposure. Eventually, 
perhaps, there will be a payoff for all 
the travel, fast food, and cheap 
motels. 

“The message | try to get across 
to the wrestlers,” Afa said, “is that if 
you're in it just for the hope of get- 
ting to the WWF or WCW, you're 
probably making a mistake. You 
have to love this sport for what it is 
or it will destroy you.” o 


lan Rotten takes the action to Ox 
Harley in this blood-filled Strangle- 
mania card for Insane Championship 
Wrestling in Michigan. 


As one who made the jump from the inde- 
pendents to the WWF, D-Lo Brown (slam- 
ming Ken Shamrock) is an inspiration to the 
hundreds of indy stars who are struggling 
with their dreams. 


94 4 PWI PRESENTS & 


[Orders/Questions Call - (401) 946-5720 
FAX (24 Hours) - (401) 946-8492 


NR aaa 


Closed Sunday 


Address: FIGURES Inc. 
P.O. Box 19482, Johnston, RI 02919 


sinc.com E-Mail: Figinc@aol.com 


WWF PHOTOS & POSTERS 


by Norman James Corp. (1996) 


VIEW OUR CATALOG ON THE INTERNET - http:/iwww.ewtech,com/figures & Attp:/hwoww. fi 


| WCW Main Event 1995 Trading Cards by Cardz Ino. These 


WCW MAIN EVENT 
TRADING CARDS 


came out in 1995 and contain Hulk Hogan, Ric Flair, Ma- 
cho Man Savage, Arn Anderson, etc. Some packs contain 


fandomly inserted autographed cards, 
{$2.00 per pack) (10 packs for $10.00) (36 pack box for $25.00) 


WCW BELT BUCKLE PLAYSETS 
Kid sized belt buckles styled to look lke the real championship bets, 
Openis up to reveal a complete wrestling 

arena witn a audience. Each set contains Sit 

1.5 inch tall figures and a WCW sign 


$12.00 each or (Both Sets for 2 00) 
HEAVYWEIGHT CHAMPIONSHIP 


Comes with the Hollywood Hogan and 
Sting with removable steel cage 


‘TAG TEAM CHAMPIONSHIP WRESTLING BELT 
Comes with Kevin Nash and Scott Hall vs, the Nasty Boys Tag Team 


OTHER WCW CARDS 


Complete set of 161 WCW cards featuring Flair, IRS, Steiner Bros,, 


$5.00 each or (any 10 for $45.00) 
(photos are put in a plastic sleeve for protection) 
(Choose trom: me 
The Undertaker Owen Hart 
Sunny 15 Vader Bsn Buldog 6” wow WRESTLING FIGURES 
Maro Mero Shawn Michaels Mankind 
ier phecrereers Nenige (All figures mint on card) by San Francisco Toymakers 
‘Smoking Gunns Psycho Sid ‘Steve Austine? & 2 Fi 
Otis! Ful Color Posters 16° 20" sae naid aera Sooues 
Johnny 8 Badd (silver tighis) $15.00 ea 
‘$6.00 each or (any 2 for $10.00) Ric Flair (green tights ha boots) ... ue: $15,00 €a. 
(posters come roled and in past or protection) Sting (pink and yellow tights)... $15.00 ea. 
Choose fom: Sunny The Undertaker Hulk Hogan #2 (yellow shit w wi bei, $15.00 ea 
Bhat Mich Vader #2 (black and 18d) ....0nnn $15.00 ea. 
SUPERSIZE STUFFED | joi Hogan (Pre-ing yelowired Dat omen $10.00 00, 
HULK HOGAN DOLLS | Sing (new back and pink out <~-$10,00 Ba. 
Ric Flair (red tights)... “$10.00 ea 
by Ace Novelty (1991) | Big Bubba Rogern (biack pants and hai) $10.00 ea. 
These are Supersize Stuffed Hulk Hogan Dols Graig Wingcn an ae tae! ) sigh ie ea. 
lex 1 jackeUblue tights) 2 ea. 
wih 2 pus body Usa face. HukiS | jyacho Man Randy Savage #2 (eye $10.00 ea 
\wearing a "Python Power’ bandana Booker T (from Harlem Beat) .. $15.00 ea. 
2 eR Sted Hk Hogan Dot. $2500, | Stove ay (rom fam eat $1500¢8 
1 1@ Giant (black tights) $20.00 ea. 
2M Sted Hulk Hogan Dl. $80.09 €2 | Complete set ofa 10 series 3 figures $60.00 set 
SPECIAL DEAL: Gat Both Hulk Hogans for $70.00 
WCW WRESTLING RING Ss=— 
CMLL MEXICAN WRESTLING =| (Mint inbox) _ $40.00 each 


LEAGUE ACTION FIGURES 
Rare 5” Mexican Action Figures 
(made by the Original San Francisco Toymakers, 1992) 


with 4 electronic sounds and 
removable steel cage. Ring 
size is 13 1/2” by 13 1/2” 


Choose from: 
Rayo De Jalasco 

Long hair and vampire Has black & white mask 

pants (comes from Canada) —_with black pants. 

$15.00 each or (set of 2 for $25.00) 


97 WCW 3rd SERIES TAG-TEAM 2PACKS 
RARE Limited Edition“A Figures Inc. Exclusive!” 
$25.00 per set or (any 2 sets for $40.00) 


Choose from: Blue Bloods !!!! 
Harlem Heat (blue outits) Nasty Boys (green outfits) 
NWO Hulk Hogan & Macho Man Randy Savage (black outfits) 


Sting, Freebirds, tc. (1991) $10.00 per set 
HULK HOGAN WOW TLIN 
SEL VIED CAME: WRESTLING MAGAZINE 


GRAB BAG 
esting Ey, Westing 
Fury, PM, retin A 
Sat (our tte) 
(any 4 fr $10.00) 
1980s (any 4 for $10.00 
1970 any &fr510.00) Fn 


by erage trea 8) 
Yu cored Hogan 8 
eps oe rion wee 
youu rsa cpr 
fey sD ay Ka 
ramp ir ba sees 
laa py dhs cued 
aed of alon, (rat 0 
ekg) Only $1500 ech 


CMLL MEXICAN WRESTLING 
BUDDIES 18” STUFFED DOLLS 
by Future Toys of Mexico (1993) 
They are just ke the WWF Wresting Buddies that were put outa few 
‘years back, They stand 18" tall. 
Choose from: $25.00 each or (any 2 for $40.00) 


Pierroth - A wrestler with a Tinieblas -A wrestier with a full 
yellow and black mask, yellow black face mask with yellow and red 


WCW MONDAY 
NITRO 1997 
7 1/2" Action Figures 
(w/ vibrating action) 
$10.00 each or complete set 
of 8 for $75.00 


~ 


‘Choose trom: 
Hollywood Hogan Sting (w/ bat) 


WCW SLAM JAM - THE ORIGINAL WCW WRESTLING ALBUM 
11 OFICIAL THEME SONGS OF TAE WW STARS by Grand Te Producten) 
‘Songs included are: "Don't Step to Ron’ "Wan 
Called Sting’ “Mr. Bang Bang’; "Master ofthe 
DDT; "Freebicd Forever “Simply Ravishing"; 
“Johnny B Bad" "The Natura’ ‘The Dragon’; 
“He's Smokin’; “Stenerized” 
Factory sealed by Grand Theft Records (1992) 
Compact Dist version is $15.00 ae 
Cassette Tape version is $12.00 


shi, black pants and Back ao onthe mask. He has red bots [Set Hal Kevin Nash 
boos. with yelow tights. He 5 
Chris Benoit Kevin Sulivan finecdaed 
WCW HULKSTER RACING ae 
43 MATCHBOX DIECAST | spECiAL TWO FIGURE PACK 
COLLECTOR SETS HULK HOGAN & 
bby White Rose (1985) | DENNIS RODMAN 2PACK 


This is an authentically detailed 3 Place set Malchbox car size which con- 
tains @ Hulk Hogan racing car, Pelerit ale to hold Hogan racing car and 
WOW “Richard Petty’ pit tour truck: The set of 3 comes in a red box. This 
Was a very limiled edition set. $25.00 per set or (2sets for $40.00) 


‘PAYMENT TERMS: 

CHECKS, MONEY ORDERS, ALL MAJOR CREDIT CARDS, CASH, 
MAKE CHECKS PAYABLE TO FIGURES, INC. 

NO ORDER FORM NEEDEO, JUST WRITE DOWN ORDER ON A 
PIECE OF PAPER AND SEND ALONG WITH PAYMENT 

‘30 DAY RETURN MONEY BACK GUARANTEE 


PHONE NUMBERS: 
JORDERS/QUESTIONS PLEASE CALL 
1-401-946-5720 


FAX ORDERS (24 HOURS) TO: 
1-401-046-8492 


This is a 2 figure pack that 
includes Hollywood Hogan 
and Dennis Rodman 

$20.00 for set of 2 


IN STOC 

INTERNATIONAL ORDERS WELCOMED 

All Distinctive Character Names and Likenesses Are Trademarks Of Their 
Cc 


@5.a5 


BADSTREET U.S.A. T-SHIRTS 
killer black t-shirt w/ blood red Badstreet logo 100% cotton 
Adult Medium... $20,00.ea, Adult Large w.nninw $20.00 6a. 
Adult X-Large .... $20,00 ea, Adult XX-Large. $22,00 
BADSTREET U.S.A. WORKOUT SHIRT 
Killer vite workout t-shirt wi the Badstreet U.S.A. logo. 100% cotton, 
Adult Medium .... $20.00 ¢a, Adu Latg@ sso $20,00 88, 
Adult X-Large... $20,00 2a 
Badstreet U.S.A. Black Baseball Cap ..... $16.00 ea. 
“OFF THE STREETS” CASSETTE (i987) 
Feating Wichel Hayes, the Freebird andthe Badsteel Band, prodoed by Jimny 
apa ATsate tom 1987 by rand Tel Productions, Greetsourding WT songs 
‘eating te hit"Badseet USA’ Faclr seed by Grand Tet Productions (197) 


Cassette versions is $15.00 each 


FULL SIZE 60 PAGE SCI-FI AND. 
‘SUPERHERO ACTION FIGURE CATALOG 
‘SEND $2.00 FOR A COPY 


rope. During a rematch the next 
week, held under WWF tules, a 
similar “offense” was ignored and 
The Headbangers went on to win 
the title. 

Members of the WCW Executive 
Committee, who would steadfastly 
deny being influenced by another 
federation, issued their own ruling 
only four days later: WCW would 
no longer consider throwing an 
Opponent over the top rope cause 
for disqualification. 

Major wrestling federations have 
been known to ban holds to silence 
outcries of public opinion. The 
piledriver was banned in both the 
NWA and AWA for many years 
because of the wave of neck 
injuries inflicted by men like Ray 
Stevens, Harley Race, and Jerry 


(Continued from page 34) 


Lawler. More recently, the WCW 
Executive Committee recenily 
banned the power bomb after 
Kevin Nash used the maneuver to 
injure The Giant's neck at Souled 
Out. However, Kevin Nash was not 
suspended for his execution of the 
move. He was allowed to continue 
wrestling. 

There have been plenty of inno- 
vations in the sport during the 
1990s, but there is one change that 
Tim White, like all officials, would 
like to see. “I want wrestlers to start 
having a little respect for the third 
man in the squared circle,” he said. 
“A referee is more than someone 
wearing a striped shirt. He is some- 
one who represents the federation, 
the traditions of the sport, and the 
interests of the fans. No one hardly 


Nick Patrick is one of the few referees who is not 
afraid to reprimand the wrestlers who break the 
rules. Abuse of an official is considered a major 
offense in WCW and can result in a heavy fine, 
yet its practice is still commonplace. 


ever saw Dick Woerhle or Dick 
Kroll shoved down on the mat. 
Competitors gave those officials 
respect and that allowed referees 
to have command of the ring.” 

A lowering of standards has led 
to this lack of respect. Wrestlers 
who are inclined to break rules 
now have an enormous advan- 
tage. Men such as Rocky Maivia, 
Chris Jericho, and Bob Backlund 
found it impossible to be competi- 
tive in an environment where rule- 
breakers are given so much lee- 
way. They had to abandon their 
sense of fair play to be successful 
in the 90s. 

When referees do issue warn- 
ings, many wrestlers don’t think 
twice about ignoring them. That's 
because the outcome of individual 


matches and win-loss records don’t 
mean as much anymore. Why 
should wrestlers put their best 
efforts toward winning matches 
when they can simply insult or pick 
a fight with the sitting champion 
and get an immediate shot? 
Raven, for example, recently 
earned a U.S. title match simply by 
getting under “Diamond” Dallas 
Page’s skin. It took Chris Benoit 
several months of consistent victo- 
ries to earn the same honor. 
Everyone can decry the injus- 
tices in wrestling today, but let’s 
dismount from our high horses for 
a moment. If rules were followed to 
the letter, there would be no more 
sneak-attack “Stone-Cold” stun- 
ners, NWO spray-paintings, or sui- 
cidal dives through double-stacked 
tables. Would wrestling be as pop- 
ular without these infractions? 
More importantly, would you con- 
tinue to watch? o 


“Stone-Cold” Steve Austin attacked 
Vince McMahon, then reported to 
work the next day, without fear of fine 
or suspension. What does that say for 
the state of the rules? 


L 


Since its debut in 1992, the WeesTie AMERICA concept has proven to be wildly popular 
with the wrestling public. No other magazine offers such well-rounded coverage of the 


U.S. wrestling scene. Supplies of back issues 


are limited, and at only $5 apiece 


(postage included), they are moving fast. Order today! 


‘August 1992: In Seorch Of An American Hero. Color cen- 
feroldDustn Rhodes vs. Ar Anderson. Plus: Ultimate 


Warrior, Jerry Lawler, Str 
Seo 9 Popa Shongo Possess. The Warror! 


Color centerfold—Sabu vs. Mr. Onita. Plus: Sting-Nikito, 
Kolof, Jim Cometie, SMW. 5 
October 1992: erslam: Everything You Need To 
Know About This Mego- ceni Indertoker 
‘ys. Berzerker. Plus: Mike Davis, Windham-Ausfin. 
November 1992: Trading Places: The Steiners For Gordy & 
Willicms—Bad Deal. Color centerfold Jerry Lawler & Jeff 
Jere. The Mooedogs. Pus: Vir ECW, Bob Beclond 
December 1992: Hulk Hogan restling For This? Color 
Centerfold—The Ulimate Warrior vs. Popa Shango. Plus 
NWA beh, Brian Pilman, Rock n’ Roll 
Jonuary 1993: The Ultimate Destiny OF The Ulfimote 
Maniacs: Self-Destruction. Color Centerfold—Greg 
vs. Rick Steiner. Plus: Scott Steiner-Howk, 
iT 


The Story Of 
Wrestling’s Sexiest Women. Color Centerfold—Colendar. 
Plus: Rock'n’ Roll Express, Nasty Boys, Funk-Gilbert. 

June 1993: The 10 Steps Hulk Hogan Must Toke To Make 
Holkmonia Rule Again. Color Centerfold—Coctus Jock vs. 
Paul Omdorf. Plus: Pillman & Steve Austin, Paul Omdorf, 
Crush-Doink, 

July 1993: Five-Time Champ! Hulk Hogon Stuns The World! 
Color Centerfold— Doink the Clowns Plus: Wrecking Crew, 
Ric Flair, Sontona-Shango. 

September 1993: Power Play! Has Crush Muscled Lex 
Luger Out Of The WWF Title Picture. Color Centerfold— 
Dovey Boy Smith vs. Vader. Plus: Bagwell & Scorpio, 
Windham-Simmons, Jeff Jarrett, Hennig-Michoels, 
November 1993: The King ls Dead! Long Live 
King! Color Centerfold—Sid Vicious vs. Sf 
Boys, 1-2-3 Kid, Ted DiBiose, Brian Lee, Nasty 

Winter 1993: Power Bomb Espason At Slarrcade! Finally, 
Vader vs. Vicious. Magazine Within A Magazine: WWE 
World fie history asec Fell Express, Curt Hennig, 
Rick Steamboat, Hansen DiBiase-Deoton. 

Spring 1994: Who's Better? Does Owen Have More Hort 
Brel. Mogazine Within A Magazine: Decade of Hulkomonia. 
Plus: Brion Pillman, Lex Luger & Tatanko, and USWA, 
FloirRace. 

Summer 1994: WCW World Chompio: Ik 
Hogan: How tt Coold Change The Sport ine 
Within A Magazine: Wrestlemania X. Plus: Rick 
Rude & Bobby Heenan, Roddy Piper, Tammy 
Frytch-Kimbery 


lus: Nasly 


1994: Is Wrestling Becoming Too Hardcore For 


Magazine Within A Magazine: The Greatest 

Supercards. Plus: Terry Funk, ey Randy Savage, 

Inoki-Muta. 

Winter 1994: How Curt Hennig Will Make WCW. 

Perfect” For Ric Flair. Magazine Within A Magazine: 

Wresling’s Bad Guys, Plus: Hogan-Vader, Curt Hennig & 

Ric Flair, Yokozuna, Mr. Hughes. 

Spring 1995: Color Him Bitter; Rondy Savage—Why 
er Feud With Hulk Hogan Is Inevitable, Mogazine 
in A Magazine: Guide To Independent Le 

Plus: Brutus Beefcake, Shu & Helen Hort, Shawn Michoels 

& Diesel, The Rotten. 

Summer 1995: Hogan-Vader; Who Will Survive The 

Megowar? Magazine Within A Magazine; Megastars Fact 

And Trivia Book, Plus: Harlem Heat, WWF fille vs fille 

matches, Sting, Eddie Gilbert, 

Foll 1995: Diesel vs, Yokozuna: A Hall-Ton Of Holy Hell! 

The Match The Promoters Are Afraid To Make! Magazine 

Within A Mogozine: The Maim Event. Plus: Ric 

Weight ery Lower, Sabu 

Winter 1995: Luger's Message To WCWs Leave Me 

Alone—All | Want Is The Bell! Magazine Within A 

‘Magazine: Turnbuckle Turkey Awards. Plus: Paul Omdorff, 

Shawn Michael, Bret Hort, hnny Bradford 

Spring 1996: Wrestling Shocker! A Joini WCW-WWE 

Supercard—Almost A Done Deal! Magazine Within A 

Magazine: Guide To Independent Wrestling. Plus: New 

Jopan-WCW, Owen Hart, Dudleys. 

Summer 1996: Wre i: Finally—The Wrestlers 

Are The Stors. Magazine Within A Mogazine: Wrestling’s 

Sexiest Superstars. Plus: Dallas Page, WCW cruiserweight 

file, Godwinns. 

Fall 1996: WCW Responds To Invaders: “This Means 

Wor!* Magazine Within A Magazine: The Wrestling 

Championship Trivia Challenge, Pus: Rod Price & Stora 

Austin, Shawn Michaels, Eliminators-Gangstas, Giant 


Sting. 
Winter 1996: Special Report: WCW vs. WWF. Who's 
Winning The Match OF The Century? Plus: Hart-Hogan, 
lucha style, Bearer-Underiaker, Hunter Hearst Helmsley, 
Dany Hodge 
Spring 1997: Hulk Hog WO Is Taking Over The 
x!” Magazine Within A Magazine: 20 
Greatest WrestleMania Matches. Plus: 
Dean Malenko, New Razor & New 
Diesel, Shown Michaels, Terry Funk. 


‘Make check or: order payable fo: (Aug. 1992 (Summer 1994 
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4486/03-96 


Now you can go head-to-head 
with the editors of PW/in the 
trivia match of your life. If you 
can answer seven consecutive 
questions correctly without 
getting pinned, you will have 
earned the title “Undisputed 
Wrestling Trivia Champ” and 
WIN EVERY WRESTLING 
PAY-PER-VIEW FOR A YEAR. 
PLUS: Each month, five 
runners-up will receive a grab 
bag of wrestling magazine 
back issues. 


ALL NEW QUESTIONS! - 
If you can answer the following questions, you could be the next winner and 
RECEIVE EVERY WRESTLING PAY-PER-VIEW FOR THE NEXT YEAR! 


ACTUAL QUESTIONS 


The voice of ECW is ...? 
1) Joey Styles 

2) Paul E. Dangerously 
3) Tommy Dreamer 

4) Bill Alfonso 


The Undertaker was once tag 
team partners with ...? 


Lex Luger is also known as ...? 
1) Totally Awesome 

2) The Six Pack 

3) The Total Package 

4) None of the above 


1) Lou Albano 


3) Rick Steiner 


True or False: The Giant competed in 

the 1988 Summer Olympics as a mem- 

ber of the Austrian basketball team? 
1) True 2) False 


4) None of the above 


How did you do? If 
you’re up for the chal- 
lenge and want to put 
your wrestling knowl- 
edge to work, call now 
and GO FOR THE 
GRAND PRIZE and 
receive every wrestling 
Pay-per-view for a year! 


2) Sgt. Slaughter 


This service is available on both touch-tone and rotary-dial phones. Kids, get your parents’ permission. 


Callas often as you ike. The contest bepins February 16, 1988, and continues 
through July 30, 1998. There is no age restriction to participate. The charge for each 
call is $7.99 per minute. The contest is sponsored by Advanced Telecom Services 
and London Publishing Co. in connection with Pro Wrestling lilustrated. No Purchase 
necessary to participate. Void in MN, NJ, LA. GA, and where prohibited by law. All 
‘unclaimed prizes will be awarded via a second-chance drawing. The odds of winning 
are dependent upon the number of entries. Complete rules and mail-in entries are 
available by sending a.self-addressed stamped envelope to PWI TRIVIA, P.O. Box 
625, Devon, PA 19333. To win, answer seven consecutive trivia questions correctly 
and you automatically qualify for the Grand Prize of every wrestling pay-per-view for 


Wrestling Challenge Rules & Regulations 


one year (maximum retail value is $750.00). Winners will be selected at random from 
the poo! of all eligible entries. The Grand Prize will be awarded in the form of one 
Payment in the amount of $750.00. It is the Grand Prize winner's responsibility to 
order and pay for each wrestling pay-per-view event. From February 15, 1998, till 
July 30, 1998, a total of one (1) Grand Prize will be awarded. In addition, twenty (20) 
‘wrestling grab bag baok issue packages (five per week) will be awarded (retail value 
$20 each). Advanced Telecom Services iwill select the winners. London Publishing 
Co. will select the back issues to be included in the grab bag packages. No substitu- 
tions allowed. Direct all inquiries, to Advanced Telecom Services at BCM Box 6424, 
London WCIN 3xX 


4586/10-97/2-¢ 


The PWI Almanac And Book Of Facts is an essential + 
part of your wrestling library. Now. Jn its third printing, | 
revised and updated, the 196-page, digést-sized ; 
1998 edition offers complete PPV, supercard, and ' 
Clash results ... Complete title histories ... A year-by- : 
year history of the sport ... A comprehensive : 
overview of 1997 ... Stats ... And much more! : 


The PWI Almanac has sold out on most news- 
stands each of its first two years, but now the third 
edition is yours FREE if you use the accompanying 
order form! - 


SUBSCRIBE TO PW, TODAY AND RECEIVE ... 

* 13 issues a year (that's one every four weeks!) 

° Up to 25% off the newsstand price 

* Four special expanded issues, including the 
100-page “Year-End Achievement Awards” 
and the “PW/ 500” g 

° Speedy delivery right to your home q 

* And, of course, The 1998 PWI Almanac 7 
And Book Of Facts : 


EXCLUSIVE PWi FEATURES ‘ 

PWI’s award-winning staff is always where the action is, 
providing the most complete coverage of wrestling avail- 
able anywhere. From the great staff of writers, through 
the dramatic peak-action photographs, to the magni 
cent full-color centerfold—PWI brings you wrestling 
action at its best. PWI includes exclusive featufes you ! 
can’t get anywhere else: Our comprehensive “Arena ! 
Reports” ... Brandi Mankiewicz’ lively and controversial + 
“Off The Top Rope” . . . An incisive “Press Conference” H 
with one of the sport’s top stars ... Extensive “Ratings” 
. . . Monthly columns by Stu Saks, Bill Apter, Dave } 


Lenker, Dave Rosenbaum, and Andy Rodriguez. And 
don’t forget: Your subscription to PWL includes the spec- 
tacular 100-page year-end issue, priced at $4.95°on the 
newsstand (if you can find it!) and every other special 
we produce throughout the year. 


w Yes, | would like to subscribe to PRO WRESTLING 
ILLUSTRATED 


| am enclosing $34.70 for a 13-issue subscription—a 
20% savings off the newsstand price! 

1am enclosing $65.00 for a 26-issue subscription—a full 
25% savings off the newsstand rate! 

| wish to receive the 1998 PWI Wrestling Almanac as 
a bonus to my subscription and have enclosed $2 

to cover postage and handling . 


| would like to order the 1998 PWI Almanac only and 
have enclosed $7 as payment in full 


VISA # 


0 MasterCard # 
Expiration Date: /_ 
MOR 


Signature: 
Send to: London Publishing Co. 


PO. Box 2021, Dept. 9 
Marion, OH 43302 


NAME 


ADDRESS APT. 


CITY. STATE. ZIP 

Price offer good in U.S. only. Canada and alll foreign countries: 
$45.10 for 13 issues ($67.20 airmail); $85.80 for 26 issues 
($130.00 airmail). International money order in U.S. funds only for 
orders outside U.S. Please allow up to eight weeks before you 
receive your first issue. 


4 
4672/01-98/4c 


When it comes to wrestling, Pro Wrestling 
Illustrated magazine has all the inside information 
you want and it’s only a phone call away. 

If it happens in the ring, the locker room, or on 
the road, you’ll hear it here first. 

To get all the breaking stories from every federation, 
call the Pro Wrestling Illustrated Hotline now and 
you'll be the first to learn about ... 


SLN3S3ud IMd 


BINVD 3Hi 40 31Vvis SHL 


Tell the editors of Pro Wrestling Illustrated what you 
want to see in the magazine. Dictate a letter to the Editor-in-Chief. 
Selected letters will be printed in Pro Wrestling Illustrated. 


CALL NOW 


IN THE U.S., 1-900-884-4PWI 
IN CANADA, 1-900-451-3101 
IN THE U.K., 0897 555 263 


FF This service is available on both touch-tone and rotary-dial phones: 
*Cost per minute in the United States is $1.99. Cost per minute/Canada is 
$2.49. Cost per minute in the United Kingdomiis'£1.00. 

Kids, get youn parents’ permission. 

BGM Box 6424, London WCIN 3XX 4457/08-97 
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